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I. ENGL 333- Final Blog Entries Paper

[bookmark: _MON_1504545224]This assignment was during my junior year at ODU in the critical theory course and was meant to represent our cumulative understanding of the literary theories we had learned in class.  How well we understood these theories was dependent on how we applied them to the given piece of work we chose.  My blogs were centered on the film Moon and I used four of the theories we learned in class to analyze the film.                                                                                
II. ENGL 364- Final Paper Candide

This is the final paper from my World Masterpieces II class that was completed during my junior year at ODU.  We didn’t go through any peer editing sessions and what we sent was final.  The class was instructed to develop a thesis on one of the literary works we had read during the class and make an analytical argument.          
III. ENGL 327W- Depicting Identities Essay							
This was the first essay for Advanced Composition which was completed in my senior year.  My task was to create a four to six page paper that touched on a particular chapter’s theme.  My essay was structured around depicting identity on social networking sites and whether or not these virtual identities reflect the individual’s true identity.  Besides the essay, we were also instructed to create an analytical introduction that explained how we structured our paper.
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IV. ENGL 334 -Subject Matter Descriptions (Anaphylaxis)


[bookmark: _MON_1504547962][bookmark: _MON_1504548132]This assignment was for my technical writing class during my senior year.  It was meant to demonstrate our ability to take a technical or scientific process and produce a text that explains it in simpler language to an audience.  This document did go through an instructor review process, but all the notes that Dr. Richards wrote are connected to blackboard, not the paper.  I do have the rough draft and the final draft.                                                                                                            . Figure 1 Rough Draft                   Figure 2 Final Draft                                                                                                                          
V. ENGL 334- How-to- Guide (Backwashing/Vacuuming)
This was the second assignment for my technical writing class.  We were instructed to develop an instruction manual or how-to-guide on a technological process.  I decided to create a manual that showed new lifeguards how to use a pool pump to backwash and vacuum a pool. This required me to actually go to the pool I worked at and take photos of different parts of the pump room to accompany the steps.                                                                       
Figure 1Rough Draft                   Figure 2 Final Draft
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VI. ENGL 334- Public Problem/Technical Report
This artifact represents the final project that was completed in my technical writing course.  Our goal was to find a public communication problem in the Hampton Roads area and find ways to solve it through a technical report.  My public problem was the no profanity signs at the Virginia Beach Oceanfront.  The assignment included a progress report, rough draft, final draft, and reflection memo.  Unfortunately, I only saved the final draft and memo.
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VII. Assistant Organizer CPR Course/Course Outline                                                                                       
This artifact stems from my leadership role in a CPR certification class from 2012.  I was part of the senior staff and in charge of formatting a document that outlined the structure of the course.  This ranged from how to divide the lifeguards into groups to learn CPR skills to which rescues the class would practice first.  Unfortunately, the artifact is lost in the annals of history.
VIII. ENGL 327W- Group PowerPoint Presentation
This artifact represents  the leadership role I took in organizing my group’s presentation for Advanced Composition.  My task was to divide the work evenly amongst the six group members and edit the material written by my peers.  Furthermore, I was the one who did the oral presentation of our slides to the class.


IX. ENGL 307 Informative Guides (Healthy Fats)
This assignment was for my digital writing class during my senior year.  We were instructed to create an informative guide that was meant to inform an audience on a particular subject matter.  The key to this assignment was hooking the audience in so they would actually be interested in reading it.  This meant staying away from technical jargon and explains the information in more casual terms.  I decided to write my guide on the benefits of eating fat.  This was a paper that was far from perfect and I was advised to simplify my language next time I wrote a paper based on nutritional science.



X. ENGL 325- Midterm Paper (U.S. Rhetoric in WW II)  						      This was my first paper for my Rhetorical Studies class.  The assignment was to apply as many rhetorical concepts into the paper and use them to explain a rhetorical artifact.  I decided to choose an old WWII poster to show the rhetorical properties of it.
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Introduction/Goals
In the fall of 2013, I set my eyes on a different academic degree to pursue.  My two year academic career at Tidewater Community College had already groomed me to be a History Major at Old Dominion University.  However, after realizing I didn’t want to be a teacher, I switched my degree to English with a concentration in professional writing.  I learned over time in my studies, that English covers a broad array of categories that are meant to ultimately enhance a student’s writing and critical thinking capabilities.  According to the English Department, a Bachelor’s in English is geared toward shaping an individual’s ability to analyze, interpret, and produce texts.  These skills can be implemented toward concentrations such as literature, linguistics, professional writing, journalism, and teaching.  				Since I began my educational journey, many courses have facilitated the goals set by the English Department.   The courses have also pushed forward my personal goals in regards to my English degree.  Although English is my first language, I always wanted to master it to the point where it could be used as a valuable toolkit in the future.  This toolkit includes skills such as interpreting, analyzing, researching, writing, and communicating effectively with the English language.  Ultimately, these are the skills that I’m looking to obtain from my Bachelor’s Degree in English.    This portfolio will provide examples on how artifacts from previous academic courses have developed these skills, as well as meeting the personal and departmental goals of the English Degree.  There will also be two artifacts that showcase my leadership skills in the workplace and in the classroom.  Furthermore, the portfolio will expand on the lessons I have taken away from some these artifacts and how I can make room for improvement in the future.	
Analyzing/Literary Research 							One of the key missions set forth by the English Department at ODU is the ability for the student to analyze literary texts and other forms of art.  Many of my early English classes placed heavy emphasis on this skill.  The ultimate test to demonstrate a student’s ability to effectively carry out these skills was through a lengthy, yet decisive analytical paper.  These early papers had a profound influence on my improved analytical capabilities to see different angles of textual material.  Now that I’m in my senior year, the task of developing a thesis for a paper of this nature is less problematic.  The three artifacts that had the greatest influence on my analytical development were my World Master Pieces II paper on Candide, the literary theory blogs written in my Critical Theory class, and my virtual identity essay in Advanced Composition.  All of these pieces were written during my junior year at ODU when I had just transitioned into my English degree.  											Critical Theory was the first phase of my progress towards understanding how literary analysis can be applied to multiple forms of work such as books, articles, and movies.  The syllabus provided by Dr. Phillips outlined the primary goals of the course and what the student should take away from it.  The final expectations were that the student would become more aware of their reading practices and be able to apply a list of questions to analyze any form of work.  This of course was based on all the theories we had learned in class such as, Marxist Theory, Reader Response, Critical Race, New Historicism, and Post-Colonial.  How well we understood these theories was demonstrated through our weekly blogs which showed our application of them to the piece we were assigned.  I was assigned the film Moon and it was my responsibility to apply these theories to the film to get multiple perspectives out of them.  The first and most important step that was essential to this undertaking was my understanding of these theories.  Once I was grounded in the inner workings of each one, I knew how to analyze the movie from different lenses.  This required careful analysis of each scene to determine how the setting, symbols, and character interaction could provide different meanings of the movie from each theoretical standpoint.  For example, while watching Moon from the lens of a critical race theorist, I discovered that the movie didn’t have any black people whatsoever.  I connected the dots and found sources that showed there was a huge disparity when it comes to African Americans in technology based education compared to Asians and Whites.  This led me to conclude that the lack of African Americans in this field of education led them to be underrepresented in the film.  Although films are largely based on fiction, much of the substance is based on our current culture and society. 								The second artifact that led to my current state of analytical abilities was the paper I did on Candide in my World Masterpieces II course.  This course was less focused on applying specific literary theory like my Critical Theory course.  The final paper that we were assigned required us to determine our own analytical theory based on a unique thesis.  This left the door wide open for our own viewpoint of any world literature work that we had been studying over the course of the semester.  Since I had already taken Critical Theory, I knew that a text could not be read from a black and white perspective.  This was critical in my understanding of how to develop a thesis on a work that was written more than two-hundred years before my own time.  I decided to choose Voltaire’s Candide since it was the work that most intrigued me due to the era it was written.  Upon careful inspection of the text, I formed a thesis for my paper that fell in line with the literary theory of historicism.  This theory argues that a text’s meaning is ultimately determined by the author’s own experiences in daily life.  I went with this and argued that Voltaire uses Candide to illustrate that he believes in the absurdity of Optimism by using his own life experiences and implementing them in the story to mock men like Leibniz and Pope.  These experiences include the Lisbon earthquake, the Seven Years War, and his experience with Christianity. 												Of course with any thesis you must have a strong body of information to back such a claim up.  This is when I relied on my extensive past experiences as a history major to embark on a campaign of thorough research.  Developing my research capabilities has always been a personal goal of mine.  As a History Major, research was at first a bitter enemy of mine since there was so much material on the internet and in libraries to sort through.  It was like a gold hunt and the challenge was sorting through all the available information and deciding which ones were the most credible.  However, after gaining experience over a course of two years, I knew what to look for.  This prepared me for my research that I would undertake in my English Major.   I searched through reputable databases such as JSTOR to find reputable scholars who had done their own research on a thesis similar to mine.  I discovered that Voltaire’s criticism of Optimism stemmed from his own life experiences and times such as the Lisbon Earthquake, the Seven years War, and religion.  Voltaire implemented his own experiences and times into the text to shape the main character of the story, Candide.  This second paper built upon the analytical skills that I had learned in my Critical Theory class.  With a solid foundation from Critical Theory, I was able to implement my own interpretations of the text rather than having a teacher assigning me a specific set of instructions.									The third artifact that really solidified my grasp on analytical and literary research skills was a paper I did in my Advanced Composition class.  The assignment given by Professor Sloggie-Pierce was based on our understanding of the chapters we had read in our textbook.  We were to write a four to six page essay that was based on a particular chapter’s theme.  I decided to write my essay on the “Depicting Identities” chapter which focused on how people construct their own identity through different mediums such as art, literature, and movies.  Like my previous classes, I had to analyze and understand textual material so that I could create an effective paper that demonstrated my knowledge.  This required me to understand certain concepts such as message, medium, and method.  Once I had a good grasp on these terms, I could apply them to my own paper that showed how they played a role in depicting identities on social networking sites.  The thesis for my paper was analyzing what factors lead an individual to construct a false or ideal identity on social networking sites and whether it is a common theme in the virtual world.  This is another example of how I had to develop my own ideas for a paper rather than have a specific topic assigned to me.  The only difference with this paper compared to all the others was the requirement to create an analytical introduction at the beginning of our paper.  It was my duty to explain how I made the paper rhetorically effective with the terms and content I had learned in the chapter.  I also had to explain who my audience was and what methods I employed in the paper to appeal to them.  Since my paper was centered on social networking sites like Facebook, it was obvious that my audience was geared towards teens and young adults.  Knowing this, I made sure to use simple language to get my point across while also using strong sources from the American Psychological Association to make my content legit.  This was the first paper in which I had to explain my writing process through an analytical introduction.  This would help me in future papers since I actually had to take a step back and look at the structure and rhetorical effectiveness of my writing.  I was put in a position that required me to explain my writing process.
Interpreting/Technical Research/Production of Text
Another goal set forth by the English department is that a student will develop exceptional interpreting skills and the ability to produce quality texts. These artifacts also required me to perform a new type of research that was concentrated towards technical material.  While I have had many classes that required me to interpret complex data, the class that had the greatest influence on me regarding this skill was my Technical Writing class in the beginning of my senior year.  It was an important class for me since I want to be a technical writer after college.  Therefore, it was also a class that fell in line with my personal goals of communicating effectively to a particular audience.  It was also a difficult and new experience for me since it meant I would not be looking at literary texts to analyze and interpret, but data that pertained to the technical world of science and mechanics. The research would also be somewhat different in that I would be seeking scientific and technical sources rather than literary ones.				The professor of the course, Dr. Richards, outlined exactly what we should be able to take away from the course on the syllabus.  We were informed that we would know about the knowledge of theories on technical writing, have the ability to apply these theories on real technical writing projects, develop technical proficiency in technologies used most commonly by technical writers, and research skills in and about technical writing.  The most important skill I took away from this class was the ability to interpret technical material and then produce a piece that explained the process in my own words so the reader would be able to understand it.  The experience from doing projects that focused on this allowed me to become technically proficient in certain technologies and scientific information.  The first project that put me to the test in regards to these skills was my subject matter description assignment.  My objective was to interpret complex scientific data and then produce a piece that eliminated as much scientific jargon as possible while still getting the point across.							Dr. Richards gave us the freedom to choose any type of scientific process that we wanted to explain which led me to choose the process of Anaphylaxis.  The first step I took for this project was performing extensive technical research on Anaphylaxis.  This meant finding quality medical articles written by Immunologists who had extensive practice in their field.  This was similar to literary research except for one key difference.  Not only was quality important, but I also had to find articles that I was able to interpret for myself so that I would be able to channel that information into my own words.  I settled on obtaining my information from a site coordinated by the U.S. National Library of Medicine.  It suited my goal of finding information that had the least amount of scientific jargon as possible which would enable me to interpret how Anaphylaxis worked along with the symptoms.  Therefore, the assignment was twofold in that I needed to make sure I understood how it worked to make my reader understand it.  One of the best ways to make the audience understand the process was to make the scientific language more metaphorical.  For example, I compared the immune system to a castle arming itself with antibodies to protect itself from an invader (allergen).  Language like this is much different to the language you would use on a literature paper because you are not writing it for a teacher, but for the common person.
Another project in my technical writing class also taught me how a technical writer needs to use every tool available to communicate a process clearly to their audience.  This came in the form of a how-to guide that was to be completed on any technical subject of our choosing.  Since I had been a lifeguard for many years I decided to choose a skill that I already knew very well, the operation of pool pumps.  The specific instruction manual for my audience was how to backwash and vacuum a pool.  First, I had to identify who my specific audience was which was simple so I chose any lifeguards who worked at a pool facility.  This skill alone of determining who your readers are going to be taught me the style my writing should be, as well as the information I need to include, or exclude.  The major skill I developed to achieve this was producing a text that was accompanied by pictures for each step.  I made sure each text was made up of short and direct sentences without any flowery language to get my point across.  In case the reader was a more visual learner. The pictures for each step would help guide them through the backwashing and vacuuming process.  Although I’m not a master of the art of creating technical manuals, I have reached a basic understanding of how to produce texts and visuals that communicate an idea or process effectively.							The final project I completed for my technical writing class was the most challenging undertaking I have ever set out on.  The class was responsible for identifying a public communication problem within the Hampton Road’s area.  This could range from inadequate parking garage maps, road signs, restaurant menus, etc.  Our first task was to first identify the problem, develop a progress report, write a ten page informal technical report on the problem at hand, and write a reflection memo.  This final report would explain how our communication problem impacted the community and what our steps were to fixing it, while the reflection memo showed our process of creating the report.  The difficult part for me was actually finding a problem.  What really propelled me to find one was reading blogs and articles from people who have either lived or visited Hampton Roads.  I stumbled upon a couple from the Tidewater Log and The Virginia Pilot, which made references to the profanity signs at the Oceanfront and how the symbols on them didn’t make sense to a few tourists and residents alike.  In my report I called for suggestions that could be implemented to change the sign to make it more communicatively effective.   This included implementing actual text into the sign the prohibited profanity. I also changed the appearance of the sign which showed the profanity symbols leaking out of a symbolic human’s mouth.  I felt both of these changes would help the city of Virginia Beach makes its profanity policies clearer to the public.  This artifact was unique in that it combined the aspects of technical writing with concepts from my rhetorical studies course.  It involved formatting the document correctly in the style of an informal report, but it also had to be rhetorically effective to convince the Virginia Beach City Council to act on my proposition.		
Leadership Skills
Another personal goal of mine has always been to be placed in a position of leadership.  Although I haven’t had many opportunities to take the lead on a task or assignment, there were two occasions that allowed me to test out my capabilities .  The first artifact is derived from my  2012 CPR certification course in which I was an assistant in charge of coordinating the class for younger lifeguards to learn CPR.  I already had five years of experience with taking CPR courses and my old instructor Krissy Kirkman, thought I was qualified enough to help organize the structure of the class.  This entailed creating a document for the staff to follow as it pertained to scheduling which CPR techniques the class would practice throughout the three hour meeting.  The document also outlined how we would organize the thirty lifeguards.  Since there were already some who had taken the class before, I split them up with the new guards into groups of five.  This ensured that the new guards would have some extra guidance.  While I wasn’t the leader of the class itself, I played a key role as an assistant  to Mrs. Kirkman and I was the one who added the group recommendation  to the outline.  I tried contacting Mrs. Kirkman for the document we created, but she informed me that she no longer has it.					This next artifact relates to my role as being the group leader in my Advanced Composition PowerPoint Presentation.  Our assignment was to create a presentation that was similar in structure to one of the chapters in our textbook , Convergences.  Are task was to split up into groups of six and assign someone as the team leader who would organize and edit all the slides before submitting the final presentation.  This was the first time I had taken up a lead like this in an academic environment.  To make sure everyone contributed to the project I made sure everyone did their fair share of work.  The project didn’t have a limit on the amount of slides we could make, but we settled on thirty-six.  That way each member of the group had to contribute six slides.  In order for me to review each member’s slides, I made sure that we were all connected to Google Drive so we could communicate with each other and point out any inconsistencies.  This project lasted for a month  and involved me constantly checking Google Drive for updates in the assignment and any problems members were running in to.  Fortunately, everyone was doing their part and I was able to submit the final draft to blackboard.  Since I was the team leader, I also presented each slide to the entire class.  While I obtained some form of leadership and organization skills, I also became more confident in my public speaking abilities after this presentation.											
Plan for Improvement									Despite the amount of learning growth I have had since I switched my degree to English at ODU, there are still many facets of skill sets that need to be developed further and improved upon.  Even though I received A’s on many of the artifacts I have presented, this doesn’t necessarily mean I have reached perfection.  In other words, receiving an ‘A’ on a paper is a measure of your success at a skill based on the education system set in place.  As Dr. Richards of my technical writing class once told me, “There will never be a perfect paper and room for improvement on any skill is always present.”  These words ring true and I have assessed how far I’ve come to reaching my ultimate goals of applying my skills to a potential career.			When I first started my English Degree I already had a basic understanding of how to write papers that focused on summarizing material rather than analyzing them.  I also was pretty well grounded in researching material since I was a History Major.  However, the research that I incorporated in History was different from the type that I used in my English classes.  Rather than searching for concrete data on historical events, I had to switch my research method to accommodate the demands of finding more scholarly opinionated material.  I discovered English is less concrete than history and it requires more critical thinking capability to form a thesis and make a point that is valid.  In regards to my professional writing concentration, I had no prior experience whatsoever in writing how-to guides, or creating technical reports.  However, ever since taking technical writing I have a basic understanding of what it takes to make a clear document.  My other English courses concerning literary analysis were a contributing factor in my knowledge of how analyzing a text is different from summarizing it.					All of these skills that I have learned have brought me to my senior year and I’ve witnessed the development of these skills which have brought me closer to the goals set by the English Department and my own.  Despite this I still have much to learn and room for more growth as an educated individual.  A couple artifacts reflect my need for improvement such as my informative guide from my Technical Writing class and my midterm paper from my Rhetorical Studies class.  Each of these artifacts shows that necessary room for improvement according to me and instructors. 										My informative guide is a perfect example of this need.  My professor saw that it had too much scientific jargon behind the need for people to eat human fats.  His suggestion was to simplify some of the language I was using such as the scientific name for the certain types of fats like monounsaturated and polyunsaturated.  I understood his criticism and realized my readers might get confused and focus too much on what these words mean.
My midterm paper from my Rhetorical Studies class also needed improvement in the area of putting the rhetorical terms in my own words.  I understood the definitions, but it was a challenge to explain them myself.  Again this focuses on the skill of communicating effectively with your audience and if the writer can’t make it clear for their reader, than the reader will not be able to get the full message of the paper.									Since my career focus is on technical writing, communicating with my audience in an effective manner is of primary importance.  Although I have learned a lot during my education at ODU, there is still much more for me to learn in regards to the skills and goals put in place by the English Department and my own.  I see that the next level to develop these areas is through actually using them in the workforce.  Skills only advance when an individual uses them in a habitual manner and becomes familiar with them.  This is why it is important to develop them as much as possible in college, so that you will have a foundation to build upon when you join the ranks of the workforce.  
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Voltaire’s Life in Candide 


 Voltaire, the author of Candide, was a Frenchman living in the midst of an intellectual 


and cultural movement that was sweeping through Western Europe.  This Age of Enlightenment 


was a breakaway from the old systems of thought that were grounded primarily in Christianity 


and superstition.  It stressed logic and deductive reasoning to understand the natural world, but it 


didn’t leave a deity out of the equation.  Enlightenment thinkers like Voltaire believed in a deity, 


but most were deists which meant they concluded that a God must exist based on the design and 


natural order of the world.  However, there were two camps of thought based around the question 


of the quality of this design.  Philosophers such as Gottfried Wilhelm von Leibniz and Alexander 


Pope were grounded in the belief of Philosophical Optimism.  Leibniz argued in his book 


Theodicy, that since God was perfect, “the universe must be indeed better than every other 


possible universe” (514).  On the other hand men such as John Locke and Voltaire believed that 


through empirical observation it was obvious that there was too much evil in the world to make 


that claim.  Voltaire uses Candide to illustrate that he believes in the absurdity of Optimism by 


using his own life experiences and implementing them in the story to mock men like Leibniz and 


Pope.  These experiences include the Lisbon earthquake, the Seven Years War, and his 


experience with Christianity.         


 As with most literary works, the author’s personal life tends to make its way into the text.    







Monroe 2 
 


Voltaire is no exception and on November 1, 1755 a disastrous earthquake hit the city of Lisbon, 


Portugal inflicting thirty-thousand casualties (Voltaire and Fleming 183).  The most coincidental 


part of this natural disaster is that it occurred on All Saints’ Day, a celebration that honors all the 


Christian saints.  This of course raised some questions throughout Europe about whether this was 


God’s will, or if it was just a random natural event.  Voltaire used this event as a golden 


opportunity to critique the logic of Leibniz’s optimism. He stated that the earthquake was, 


“indeed a cruel piece of natural philosophy and we shall find it difficult to discover how the laws 


of movement operate in such fearful disasters in the best of all possible worlds” (183).  Voltaire 


would continue to attack the philosophers of optimism in his poem titled “Poem on the Lisbon 


Disaster”.  This poem is chiefly aimed at Pope’s endorsement of Leibniz optimism that is 


represented in his work “An Essay on Man”.  In it, Pope concluded his thoughts with the claim 


that, “Whatever Is, is RIGHT” (Pope 519).  This basically meant that whatever has occurred on 


planet earth was meant to be and part of God’s design.  Voltaire questions this line of thought 


and in his poem he ponders over if, “the power which could create/The universe and fix the laws 


of fate/could not have found for man a proper place” (Voltaire and Fleming 187).  Voltaire 


would continue this examination by placing the earthquake in Candide.  


 Voltaire used Candide as a chance to place his own reality into the story.  This is just one 


more way for him to criticize Leibniz and Pope by making a satire out of Optimism.  In Chapter 


5, Voltaire has Candide and Dr. Pangloss walking towards Lisbon when suddenly they 


experience an earthquake.  Just like in the real earthquake, “thirty thousand inhabitants of both 


sexes and all ages were crushed beneath the ruins” (Voltaire 461).  It is obvious Voltaire wanted 


to simulate this unfortunate reality into his story by using the exact details such as the casualties. 


He then places Leibniz and Pope into the shoes of Dr. Pangloss as if they themselves were their 
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witnessing the event.  Pangloss has an obvious answer to the reason behind the event while 


Candide needs Dr. Pangloss to make sense of it.  The classic Optimistic perception of the 


earthquake is interpreted by the doctor as, “if the volcanic activity is in Lisbon, it means it could 


not have been anywhere else.  For it is impossible for things not to be where they are.  For all is 


well” (461).  This is a classic example of Leibniz and his reasoning.  For example, in his work 


Theodicy, Leibniz claims, “that an imperfection in the part may be required for a greater 


perfection in the whole” (514).    In other words, the earthquake was meant to happen in order to 


benefit the greater picture.  Voltaire continues to make Pangloss appear illogical about his claims 


when the survivors of the earthquake are eating a meager portion of bread to recover.  Of course 


Pangloss continues his optimistic view and consoles the survivors by telling them, “that things 


could not be otherwise” (461).   Voltaire would have been well aware of this work by Leibniz 


and the implications he made about the reason for evil existing in the world.  However, for 


Voltaire, the dismissal of Leibniz’s theory was not a, “refusal of its logic or a conviction of its 


untruth, but a perception of its potential heartlessness and a belief that the claim, even if true, 


couldn’t be tested (Wood and Cuffe 193).  This goes back to Voltaire favoring the method of 


empirical observation which follows more closely to the scientific method to understand the 


world around.  In other words, there is no way to experiment and determine if Leibniz’s claim is 


true.  In the story, Voltaire does try to make an attempt at testing the theory by putting Candide 


through all the worst possible circumstances to show that even if he is Europe, Africa, or the 


New World, that suffering does not discriminate.  Therefore, Voltaire puts Candide in a position 


that makes it hard for him to continue believing in Philosophical Optimism.   


 Natural disasters were not the only problems facing Europe at the time of Voltaire’s life.  


A great disturbance in the balance of power was occurring among the European Nations with 
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Voltaire in the middle of it.  The Seven Years War could be considered the first global war with 


Europeans contesting each other’s overseas colonies.  The war broke out five years before the 


publishing of Candide and started in Europe with Austria forming alliances to retake the 


province of Silesia from Prussia.  It is interesting to note that in the story, Voltaire starts it off by 


having Candide living in Westphalia which neighbors Leibniz’s birthplace in Saxony.  Both of 


these areas were near the starting point of The Seven Years War.  This puts Candide in the 


hotspot of the war as well as the birthplace of Philosophic Optimism.  Although the war in the 


beginning doesn’t include the real nations who were combating in The Seven Years War, it 


occurred within the same region.  Voltaire uses the Bulgars and Abares to represent, “his version 


of the Seven Years War” (Wood and Cuffe 200).  He even implements the same characteristics 


that made up the armies of that war.  For example, Candide goes through the training by learning 


how to, “draw ramrods, replace ramrods, take aim, fire, quick march, and then they gave him 


thirty strokes of the birch” (Voltaire 456).  In this section of Candide, Voltaire attacks Optimism 


once again by demonstrating that war benefits no one.  It’s a unnecessary evil that affects both 


sides with no greater good being produced.  Voltaire shows this by allowing Candide to witness 


the carnage on both sides.  The Bulgar and Abares villages had, “burnt to the ground in 


accordance with international law” (457).  The word international is key to understanding this 


quote as Voltaire is making a point that these acts summarize that acts such as these have been 


committed throughout the world.  They are the unofficial rules of war that demonstrate the 


overall brutality of both sides of a conflict.  It further goes against the Leibniz and Pope’s view 


on Optimism and how terrible events create a greater good. 


Another interesting matter concerning the war between the Bulgars and the Abares in the 


story is the word selection that Voltaire uses to describe the combatants, hero.  It is used multiple 
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times and Voltaire uses it to describe how soldiers are often depicted as being heroes by the side 


they are fighting for.  However, the end result is both sides suffer and Voltaire demonstrates this 


at the end of the battle: 


In one part, old men riddled with shot looked on as their wives lay dying, their 


throats slit, and clutching their children to blood- spattered breasts.  In another, 


young girls lay disemboweled, having satisfied the natural urges of a hero or two, 


breathing their last; others half burnt to death, cried out for someone to finish 


them off.  Brains lay scattered on the ground beside severed arms and legs.  


Candide fled as fast as he could to another village.  It belonged to the Bulgars, and 


Abar heroes had given it the same treatment.  (457) 


Voltaire’s descriptive language illustrates the true face of war and all the blood that is spilled just 


not among soldiers, but civilians from both sides.  He shows that hero is not a termed that should 


be used in any act of violence which further explains why most veterans don’t like to be called 


heroes.  Voltaire uses a brutal war in the story to show why he would be skeptical of Optimism.  


It’s easy for Leibniz to make theories about necessary evil making up a greater good, but when 


one is truly put into a violent situation a degree of pessimism begins to take hold on one’s 


psyche.  Unfortunately for Candide, the carnage he witnesses still did not change his optimistic 


outlook on the world.  At the end of the scene he still remains seemingly unmoved by the event 


and continues is belief stating, “Everything is connected in a chain of necessity, and has all been 


arranged for the best” (457).  Voltaire is only setting the stage for more events, so Candide can 


finally have doubts about Leibniz and Pope’s worldview on Optimism.    


 Religion also plays a huge role in Voltaire’s Candide.  It forms the backdrop to more 


terrible events that occur within the story as a result of it.  The link between religion and 







Monroe 6 
 


Optimism is apparent due to both claiming that everything is done by God’s will and this is 


meant for the better.  The irony is that religion is portrayed in the story as being the cause of 


most of the evil deeds committed in the story.  While the followers of the faith are claiming to be 


doing works for God and the greater good, they are actually inflicting harm everywhere they go.  


Voltaire’s own personal experiences with Catholicism would influence his decision to make a 


satire out of it in the story.  He criticizes some of its corrupt nature and practices based off of 


superstition and lack of testable claims.  This again links back to Optimism which Voltaire 


believed to be heartless and untestable (Wood and Cuffe 193).  This is evident in the aftermath of 


the earthquake when the wise men of Lisbon enact an auto-da-fe which is meant to sacrifice 


people by burning them at the stake.  The hope was that it would please God and prevent any 


further wrath.  During Voltaire’s time the Inquisition was still being practiced in Spain and 


Portugal.  The Inquisition was just another example of what Voltaire believed as the negative 


side of Christianity.  Voltaire in his own life was not a Christian, but believed in a God.  His 


view on religion was that it should, “practice the worship of God and the practice of justice, 


tolerance, and humanity” (Arkush 227).  Furthermore Voltaire stated that, “true worship of God 


consists of moral actions, not of participation in superstitious rites” (qtd. In Arksuh 227-228).  


Therefore, Voltaire uses the Inquisition to show the lack of morality that Christianity is 


producing.  Voltaire sees Optimism and Christianity running along parallel lines in regards to 


morality.  While Christianity is depicted as being a source of immoral acts in the story, the 


Optimism that Pangloss and Candide hold on to simply brushes them aside.  They feel as if they 


are necessary for the greater good.  Voltaire of course was a man that wanted action to solve 


these immoral dilemmas that still plagued the world.  If Leibniz believed that the world was 


already the best it could be, there would be no need to try and change the evil in the world. 
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 Voltaire’s own decision to implement religion into a story that satirizes Philosophical 


Optimism also stems from his homeland of France.  Unlike the Britain and the Dutch Republic, 


France was still a nation ruled by an Absolute Monarchy that was heavily immersed in 


Catholicism.  This combination often landed Voltaire into trouble as it prevented him from 


speaking freely about his own beliefs and transformed his ideas on what religion’s purpose was 


in general.  He would be further led away from Christianity by the influential Meslier.  Meslier 


was a Catholic priest who wrote a manuscript known as “Testament”.  Meslier’s agenda was to 


destroy all religion and the unjust social, economic, and political regimes it supposedly condoned 


(Rockwood 495).  Meslier would be a source for some of Voltaire’s, “militant attacks against 


Christianity” (495). This is an eye opener into why Voltaire uses the religion as a source of 


mockery and disdain in Candide.  He uses it to further promote why the Leibniz’s Optimism is 


not a rational belief based on observation.  Anything good that can come out of Christianity is 


thwarted by characters such as the Grand Inquisitor.  The Inquisitor is supposed to represent a 


godly man and yet he condemns people to death.  He also violates his own Christian doctrine and 


has relations with Cunegonde on the Sabbath.  Christianity in the story is represented as a 


religion of hypocrisy and death, but also as a symbol of the absurdity of Optimism.  Voltaire’s 


demonstrates that the people involved in it clearly can’t be acting out God’s will because their 


actions are immoral.  If God is perfect and created the best possible worlds then how are his 


followers committing evil on earth.         


 In conclusion, Voltaire used various themes to demonstrate his objection to the 


Philosophy of Optimism.  These themes weren’t just derived from out of the abyss, but lined up 


with experiences that Voltaire witnessed in his own life as an 18
th


 century European.  With 


horrific natural disasters, bloody wars, and religious immorality, Voltaire found it difficult to 
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find evil having a greater good.  Men such as Leibniz and Pope tried to understand the question 


of evil by making the claim that everything is for the better since God is the creator of the 


universe.  However, Voltaire recognized the danger of this view and sought solutions to these 


moral dilemmas rather than being a bystander and witnessing it.  In Candide, Voltaire 


demonstrates the flaws of Optimism and how it leads one to become passive by using Pangloss 


as the embodiment of it.  The character of Candide can also be seen as a young Voltaire who had 


to witness and observe negative events in order to realize evil and suffering existed everywhere 


on the globe.  However, this didn’t mean one should stand by and accept it, but try to change it 


and make the world a more prosperous place by working together.  The closing lines of the story 


sum this idea up when Candide proposes that, “we must cultivate our garden” (513).  Voltaire 


was trying to say that each individual in a society has the ability to use their own reasoning 


capabilities to determine the correct course of action to take in life.  Despite there being evil in 


the world, humans are capable of banding together and limiting the amount of it. 
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Analytical Introduction: Virtual Identity

I.  My main purpose for writing this essay was to give a psychological perspective on what factors lead an individual to create a false or real identity on social networking sites such as Facebook.  With the growing dependence on using these sites as a way to construct our identity and communicate with each other, I found that it was important to find evidence that suggests virtual identity is a complex matter.  For some users, there is a key difference between our virtual identity and the identity we have in the real world.  Therefore, I found it necessary to show the psychological state of some of these individuals that create an ideal virtual identity.  In other words, social networking sites are not merely a tool to communicate with old friends, but they can also be used as an outlet for those that are uncomfortable with their true identity based in reality.  Technology is often seen as a tool to bring people closer together, but it can also complicate matters and bring on a new set of difficulties that a generation of people must face.  I also wanted to show other evidence that suggests the contrary.  An issue such as this usually has many sides to the argument. Therefore, the essay wouldn’t have been just if I didn’t approach it from a different angle.  My secondary objective was to give examples as to why people disconnect from their virtual identity all together.  I wanted to make people aware that there are users out there that want to break away from their virtual identity due to security reasons and privacy.

II. My audience was mainly directed at the younger generations such as teens and young adults.  I wanted them to stop and think for a moment about the complex nature of creating a virtual identity.  Teens especially are at a vulnerable age when their hormones are raging and they may have an identity crisis on their hands.  I wanted to make them aware of the psychological state they may be in that leads them to create a false representation of themselves.  Although I wasn’t discouraging teens from using social networking sites, it was necessary that I provide them with evidence that suggests they may want to take a moment to self-reflect and find out the real reasons behind their urge to create a false identity in the social networking world.  I also wanted to make my audience consider the possible reasons for deleting a social networking account.  Many may have the attitude that all the members of their generation have social networking accounts.  However, my audience may be unaware that there are people deleting their accounts and therefore it was crucial that I gave them some possible reasons as to why people were doing this.  In conclusion, I shaped my essay around the idea that my audience had little knowledge on the psychology that goes into creating a virtual identity.  

III. The modes and methods I applied to this essay were based around an analytical and informative  style of presentation.  In order to go along with this theme it was essential that I provided sources from published scholarly journals.   This would add authority to my paper and allow my audience to detect that I have given some thought about this issue and wanted to find strong sources that provide evidence for both sides of the argument pertaining to virtual identity.

IV. This paper was inspired by the two clusters called “ Our Stuff, Ourselves” and “ You Are What You Eat.”  Each were related to the chapter theme of the ways people depict their identity.  After reading these two clusters, I realized that neither of them focused on our virtual identities.  Although John Freyer used the internet to sell off all his personal items, his essay was written before the age of MySpace and Facebook.  Therefore, I found it necessary to open up another avenue that relates to identities on social networking sites.  Rather than focus on how people construct their identities on these sites, I wanted to do an analysis that focused on the psychology behind creating one.  Also In Freyer’s essay, he demonstrated how he was selling off bits of his identity.  The conclusion of my essay had a similar theme that was related to this, but one that focused more of a permanent deletion of one’s identity on a social networking site.

V. The other choices I decided to employ in my essay was to essentially keep the language simple for my audience.  For example, rather than using words such as neuroticism to describe an individual’s mental state, I just described them as having depression and self-esteem issues that relates to their reason for creating an ideal identity for themselves online.  Since my audience was mainly directed towards a younger group, using scientific jargon would have turned my audience off and could perhaps stop them from reading my essay.

VI. Upon receiving feedback from my peer review group, I took a major consideration pertaining to my opening introduction of the essay.  Both of my members suggested that my opening paragraph be a bit more generalized so I could dive into the details with the next paragraphs.  So I decided to move the information about Facebook and the number of users to the second paragraph.  This way the introductory paragraph wouldn’t be clustered with details.  This would allow my audience to focus more on my thesis.  Also I took some of Kayla’s advice and didn’t leave one of the paragraphs hanging with a question.  I felt this was a good suggestion and added a sentence to the second paragraph that introduced the reader to what the next paragraph would be talking about. 
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Virtual Identities

	When it comes to what constitutes as our identity, we often think about how materialistic objects will shape our identity..  This ranges from the clothes we wear, the foods we eat, and the type of car we drive.  In Robert Atwan’s Convergences, the reader saw a multitude of ways people construct their identity in this fashion.   John Freyer demonstrated how the simple necessities such as jackets and toasters made up his identity due to the emotional attachment he had with each item from its past use.  Brillat-Savarin even made the bold statement, “tell me what you eat, and I shall tell you what you are” (as cited in Atwan, 2009, p. 109).  However, unlike Brillat-Savarin’s time, there are other identifiers that can be used to shape an individual’s identity. A virtual identity is a new form of expression that individuals use to show off their identity to the rest of the world on social networking sites.  This essay will analyze what factors lead an individual to construct a false or ideal identity on social networking sites and whether it is a common theme in the virtual world.  Furthermore it will discuss the current trend of virtual identity suicide.					  							The 21st century saw the rise of many social networking sites that gave individuals the ability to construct an online persona.  MySpace was one of the earliest tools that allowed people to establish an identity in the virtual world. It came out in 2003, but was soon surpassed by Mark Zuckerberg’s Facebook.  Facebook still reigns supreme today and within the last quarter it was made up of 1.19 billion users (Facebook Passes, 2014).  That is 1/7 of the world’s population and Facebook is still reaching out to more people.  That means there are 1.19 billion virtual identities out there, but whether all these identities are real remains to be in question.  This is due to the complexity of forming an identity.  In Robert Atwan’s Convergences, he opens up the first chapter by introducing the reader to this complexity that comes with forming an identity.  Perhaps the most famous case of this is an individual looking their best for a yearbook photo because they know it will grace the pages for years to come.  Atwan(2009) poses the question, “do you select the one that makes you look most attractive, even if it’s not a good likeness” (p.62)?  Of course individuals select photos that show them in their best physical state.  In fact this is one of the first steps in creating a virtual identity on Facebook.  The profile picture is very similar to this yearbook selection.  Many choose to select a picture just based on how hot they look or if it depicts them in a youthful manner.  The user may snap a photo of themselves after applying pounds of makeup or after working out to show off the pump.  However, is this really their true identity, or something merely artificially constructed to show the world at your best?  Research has shown individuals are quite particular in creating their virtual identity.			There are studies that suggest social networking is just a tool to give people the ability to portray their ideal self.  However, what types of people are willing to go to these extremes?  The  Department of Psychology at California State University did a study that gathered information from two-hundred and sixty one Facebook users that pertained to their personality and self-presentation  .  The study concluded that, “individuals with a less coherent sense of the self and lower self-esteem reported presenting their false self on Facebook to a greater extent” (Michikyan, Subrahmanyam, & Dennis, 2014).  This means a certain percentage of those one billion users are creating a false identity for themselves, an identity that the world will judge.  The ideal self or identity that these individuals wish to create often consists of their dreams, wishes, and aspirations.  For example, on dating sites like eHarmony, an individual may post a profile picture of themselves from twenty years ago that depicts them in a more attractive manner in order to enhance their chances of finding a future soul mate.  A Facebook user could post a career they have not obtained yet, or even create a false social life by adding unknown friends.  

	Research from California State University also suggest social networking sites such as Facebook, give users the ability to experiment with a multitude of different personalities.  If someone for instance is still unsure about their identity in the real world, they may test multiple identities online. Basically the individual will want to see which one works and gathers more praise from their community or society.  All of this is again connected to the individuals’ self esteem.  Individuals with depressive symptoms tend to be more, “strategic in their self-presentations” (Michikyna et al., 2014).  This is usually due to pressure from within to conform or fit in which can only be achieved in their mind through careful construction of the self online.  On the other hand those with higher self esteem tend to portray a more realistic portrayal of themselves (Michikyna et al., 2014).  This would make sense because there isn’t a large gap between their actual lives in reality from their social networking profiles.  If they had an actual social life all their peers would know that what was on their profile site was false.				Besides the California State University Studies, other studies suggest that identities on social networking sites like Facebook usually do reflect the actual identity of the user.  In other words, it is much more common for people to use their real world identity on a social networking site. The Department of Psychology at Johannes Gutenberg-University in Germany suggests that true identities are exposed on Facebook.  For example the study suggests that, “that online social networks may constitute an extended social context in which to express one’s actual personality characteristics, thus fostering accurate interpersonal perceptions” (Back et al., 2010).  In other words if you are a shy person out in society, Facebook may give you that desperate need for social interaction.  It prevents the individual from actually having to have a face to face conversation with someone.  Therefore, they may feel more at ease and in a comfortable position to express their true self.  The studies from Gutenberg also claim that it would be difficult to create an idealized identity on Facebook.  For example, the article makes the point that, “online social networking profiles include information about one’s reputation that is difficult to control (e.g., wall posts) and friends provide accountability and subtle feedback on one’s profile” (Back et al., 2010).  Facebook after all is a place to connect with friends and if this person doesn’t have an accurate portrayal of their true self they will be exposed.  Therefore, it is reasonable to suppose that those that create a false identity for themselves on a social networking site are most likely disconnected from society and have few social interactions in reality.   				The next area of importance pertaining to virtual identity is losing it all together.  This is known as virtual identity suicide which basically means an individual disconnects from their identity in the virtual world.  Facebook has over a billion users; however some individuals are deleting their accounts for security reasons. The main concern is over privacy and the fact that one’s virtual identity is in the hands of a major corporation that has access to all your information.  Austrian psychologists at the University of Vienna found that nearly half of the old Facebook users in their study deleted their virtual identities due to these privacy concerns ( as cited in Ellyatt, 2013).  These concerns stem from the constant fear of the power of the NSA and Wiki leaks (as cited in Ellyatt, 2013). This study suggests that some people are obviously not depicting their virtual identity in a false light if they are willing to delete their account due to privacy concerns.

	Virtual Identities are being created on a constant basis in our 21st century society.  Facebook alone has more than a billion users and will likely grow even if a small percentage creates virtual suicide.  The question is raised again on whether virtual identities are indeed realistic portrayals of ourselves.  I have shown evidence from both sides that show it is ultimately still a conflicted issue.  Is social networking truly a vehicle for us to show our idealized selves?  Perhaps it really is just another communication tool with our real identities displayed in order to meet new people and interact with old friends.  Only the future will tell if social networking is indeed the best way to reveal our identities to the world.  Regardless, there will still be people out there who use it as a way to depict their identity whether it is part of reality or not.  
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Anaphylactic Shock Process

	Anaphylactic shock is an allergic reaction within the body that can be life threatening if not treated in a timely manner.  It is triggered by different types of food, drugs, and insect venom.  This reaction is better understood when the reader is aware of the terms that make up the process such as histamine, mast cells, antibodies, antigens, allergens, and systemic reaction. 

· Histamine- an inflammatory chemical in the body that is released in larger quantities to fight off an infection or toxin.

· Basophils- cell that stores histamine.

· Mast Cells- A tissue cell in the immune system that stores the histamine.

· Antibodies- A protective protein produced by the immune system to rid the body of antigens.

· Antigens-   foreign substance that, when introduced into the body, is capable of stimulating an immune response.  Examples include foods, bacteria, viruses, and venom.

· Allergens- an antigen that produces an immune response in the body that it perceives as a serious threat.

· Systemic reaction- a reaction throughout the entire body in response to allergens that results in histamine being released in large quantities resulting in dilated capillaries.

· Capillaries- small blood vessels responsible for distributing oxygenated blood from arteries to tissues of the body.

· Mediator- A thing or agent that carries out a process or reaction.

· IgE- antibody that binds to allergens and triggers the release of substances from mast cells that can cause inflammation



The process of Anaphylactic shock starts off with the immune system becoming sensitized to an allergen on first exposure.  During this first encounter, the immune system produces an extra amount of IgE antibodies for that specific allergen in case the immune system is re-exposed to it. The IgE attaches itself to the surface of mast and basophil cells in order for the histamine to be released to fight off the perceived threat of the allergen.  This process takes about ten days before the mast and basophil cells are primed with IgE.  Upon re-exposure, the IgE antibodies react by binding to the protein surface markers of the allergen while remaining attached to the mast cells or basophils.  This binding activates nine of the twenty proteins (antibodies) in your body that circulate in the blood stream and are used to destroy the antigens.  During this process the antibodies mistakenly destroy the mast and basophil cells resulting in their histamine stores spreading throughout the body resulting in a severe systemic reaction.  Once the histamine reaches vital organs such as the lungs, it will create smooth muscle contraction which will make the individual wheeze and have shortness of breath.  The airways will become narrow and blood pressure will drop creating a deadly situation that requires the use of epinephrine, a hormone of the adrenal gland.  This constricts the blood vessels and smoothes the lungs to simultaneously increase blood pressure and reduce wheezing.  Anaphylactic shock can happen within minutes, so an individual must always have epinephrine available that can be injected into the body with an Epi-Pen.
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Anaphylaxis Introduction:  Anaphylaxis is derived from Greek words meaning “against protection”.  Unlike mild allergic reactions, anaphylaxis is a severe life threatening condition and affects vital organs in the body such as the respiratory and cardiovascular systems.  This reaction is often triggered by types of food or insect stings that a person has developed an allergic sensitivity to.  The reaction itself is made up of two phases.

First Exposure: The first phase starts off with the individual’s immune system becoming sensitized to an allergen. The immune system sees this allergen as an invader and responds to it by producing an extra amount of IgE antibodies whose purpose is to neutralize the allergen next time it is encountered.  However, these antibodies can’t be effective alone and need allies to help combat the threat.  These allies are mast and basophil cells. These cells contain histamine, a substance that helps the body combat infections by dilating blood vessels so the antibodies can get to the site of the infection.  In order for the IgE antibodies and these cells to work as a team, the IgE must attach itself to their surface. This process takes about ten days before the mast cells are primed with IgE.  This first phase can be compared to a castle arming itself with the appropriate defenses so it will be better prepared for the same enemy.

  

[image: ]

Re-exposure:  The second phase is when the immune system is re-exposed to the allergen.  The allergens dock themselves onto the surface of the IgE antibodies that are still attached to the mast and basophil cells.  This process activates both these cells who call in for more reinforcements from the white blood cells.  Once all three of these cells are in the fight, the antibodies mistakenly destroy the mast and basophil cells resulting in their histamine stores spreading throughout the body.  Histamine concentration is normal when fighting localized reactions; however once it is throughout the body it will bring numerous effects that will cause the anaphylaxis.  The blood vessels will begin to dilate which causes an individual’s blood pressure to drop resulting in shock.  Furthermore histamine causes the vessels to become leaky, which in turn creates skin swelling.  The most deadly occurrence is when the histamine reaches the lungs which cause smooth muscle contraction resulting in shortness of breath and tightening of the airways.

Prevention:  Due to the fact that anaphylaxis doesn’t occur until the individual is re-exposed to the allergen, preventive measures are crucial.  In order for one to determine if they are at risk, they must get tested by an Immunologist.  This will include a variety of skin, blood, and oral tests to determine which substances they react to.  If these tests come back positive, the patient will be equipped with an EpiPen that counteracts the effects of anaphylaxis by using adrenaline to increase blood pressure.
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Your First Day Lifeguarding: How to Vacuum and Backwash a Pool



Introduction- After Lifeguarding for eight years I can still remember the first day anxiety of being in charge of a pool facility.  The pressure and responsibility of watching over people’s lives can be overwhelming.  However, many overlook the secondary responsibilities of a lifeguard which include vacuuming and backwashing a pool.  These secondary responsibilities are the first tasks a lifeguard carries out as they open the pool.  Both maintain the overall cleanliness of the pool which is important in keeping patrons from getting sick as well as passing health inspections.



Vacuuming- Vacuuming will be the first responsibility of the lifeguard before the pool opens.  It is strictly advised that no one enters the pool during vacuuming due to the power of the suction throughout the pool drains.  To start vacuuming, you will need to enter the pump room to open and close the appropriate valves required for vacuuming. 

1.  First, you will need to identify the skimmer valves which will usually already have skimmer written on top of the white pump in front of it.



Original Position

[image: ]



2.  In order to create suction you must slowly turn the skimmer valves off by turning the handle so it’s perpendicular to the white pipe rather than parallel.  (Visual)



3.  Once the skimmers are off , proceed to turn the vacuum valve on by making the handle parallel to the white pipe.(Visual)







4. Now that the pool pumps have achieved suction, begin to attach the vacuum hose to the vacuum head by inserting the hose into the porthole.

[image: ]



5.  Next, attach the vacuum head to the vacuum pole by inserting the silver end piece of the vacuum head into the pole until you hear a click.( Visual)



6.  Once the vacuum is assembled, bring it to the closest vacuum inlet on the side of the pool. To correctly identify the inlet, place your hand six inches away from it and you will feel suction

[image: ]

7.  Now that the inlet has been identified, submerge the vacuum head and the hose till the hose is completely filled with water and then attach it to the inlet. (Should feel the vacuum hose jolt to know it is properly getting suction).  ( Visual)



8.  Begin vacuuming by moving the vacuum head slowly with the pole against the surface of the pool.  The slower the movements, the more debris will be picked up.







9. Once vacuuming is complete, lay the pole against one of the corners of the pool to prevent it from falling into the water.  Make your way to the pump room and begin turning the vacuum and skimmer valves back to their original positions (Start with the skimmer valves).



[image: ]



10. Now that the valves are in their original states, walk back outside and remove the vacuum and the hose out of the water.  Begin to uncoil the hose so it is spread out straight across the pool deck.( Water should be flowing out of one end of the hose)



11. When all the water has flowed out of the hose, wrap it up neatly similar to a garden hose and place it back in the pump room. 



Backwashing- Backwashing is the appropriate procedure to take after a pool has been vacuumed.  Backwashing is essential to any healthy pool due to its role in removing excess debris left over in the water and removing built up contamination in the filter.  To start backwashing follow these steps.

1.  Locate your pump room’s switchbox and turn off the pump system.

[image: ]   



2.  Once the pump is off, quickly move to the black push pull valves located on the middle of the pump and rotate them clockwise until they can’t move anymore.  Push them down completely and then proceed to turn the pump back on. [image: ]





3.  Let the pump run for two minutes or until the sight class is clear of dirty water.  You should hear a draining noise as water is being circulated out of the pool.



[image: ]



4.  After two minutes or when the sight glass is clear, turn the pump back off and quickly rotate the push pull valves counter clock wise until they can’t move anymore.  Pull them back up to original position and turn the pump back on.





Conclusion- After these tasks have been completed, the lifeguard can finally open the pool with the confidence that the pool is up to health code standards.  These tasks should always be performed in the morning before the pool opens.  Refer to the guide whenever you need instructing. 
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How-to-guide Final Draft.docx
Your First Day Lifeguarding: How to Vacuum and Backwash a Pool



Introduction 

 (
WARNING: NO ONE IS ALLOWED IN THE SWIMMING POOL WHEN THE VACUUM VALVE IS OPEN DUE TO THE POWER OF THE SUCTION.  WHEN CHECKING SUCTION FOR THE VACUUM INLET, DO NOT PLACE HAND DIRECTLY OVER INLET OR YOU MAY SUFFER SKIN DAMAGE.
)After lifeguarding for eight years, I can still remember that first day of being in charge of a pool facility.  The pressure and responsibility of watching over people’s lives can be overwhelming.  However, many overlook the secondary responsibilities of a lifeguard which include vacuuming and backwashing a pool.  These secondary responsibilities are the first tasks lifeguards carry out as they open the pool in the morning.  Both maintain the overall cleanliness of the pool which is key in keeping patrons from contracting illnesses.





Vacuuming

 Vacuuming will be the first responsibility of the lifeguard before the pool opens.    To start vacuuming, you will need to enter the pump room to open and close the appropriate valves required for vacuuming.

1.) Valve Identification                                     2.)  Creating Suction

 (
Next, you will close the skimmer valve by moving it 
clockwise
 so it is 
perpendicular
 to the pump.
  After this, open the vacuum valve by moving it 
counterclockwise
 so it is 
parallel 
to the pump.
) (
First, you will need to identify the skimmer and vacuum valves.  In most cases they will already be marked on the pump in front of the valve
.  
If not, contact your supervisor before proceeding.
) (
Skimmer
) (
Vacuum
) (
Skimmer
) (
Vacuum
)[image: ]              [image: ]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                            









3.)  Assembling Vacuum                                              4.) Identifying Vacuum Inlet

 (
Now that the pool pumps have achieved suction, begin to attach the vacuum hose
 to the vacuum head by pushing
 the hose into the porthole. Next, attach the vacuum head to the vacuum pole by inserting the silver end piece of the 
vacuum head into the pole until the white notches fit into the holes.
)[image: ]                                        [image: ]                 

 (
Once the vacuum is assembled, bring it to the closest vacuum inlet on the side of the pool. To correctly identify the inlet, place your hand six inches away from it and you will feel suction
.  
                                                                                      
)



                                                                                      







5.) Priming Vacuum Hose                                    6.) Vacuuming Technique



 (
Begin vacuuming by moving the vacuum head slowly against the surface of the pool.  The slower the movements, the more debris will be picked up
.  
) (
Now that the inlet has been identified, 
place the 
vacuum head
 into the pool.  Next, steadily submerge the hose in a sharp decline so it slowly fills with water.  Once filled, attach end of hose to the inlet.
 
)[image: ]                          [image: ]    

							                                 

 



7.) Removing Suction                                          8.)  Removing Vacuum

 (
Next, make your way back outside and remove the vacuum out of the pool.  Neatly place it back in its original position to dry out.
) (
Once vacuuming is complete, lay the pole against one of the corners of the pool to prevent it from falling into the water.  Make your way to the 
pump room 
and start moving
 the skimmer
 and
 
then the vacuum valve
 back into their original position
s
.
) (
Skimmer
) (
Vacuum
)[image: ]              [image: ]                                                              











Backwashing

Backwashing is the appropriate procedure to take after a pool has been vacuumed.  Backwashing is essential to any healthy pool due to its role in removing excess debris left over in the water and removing built up contamination in the filter.  

 (
Next,
 quickly
 locate the black push-pull valves
.  Turn them 
clockwise
 until they can’t move anymore and push down.  Turn pump on.
) (
Locate your pump room’s switchbox and turn the pump off by turning the black knob 
counterclockwise
 to the off position.
)9.) Locate Switchbox                                10.)  Locating and Pushing Push-Pull Valve[image: ]                   [image: ]



11.)     Filtering                           			 12.)  End of Backwash Cycle

 (
Once the sight glass is clear, turn the pump back off and rotate the push-pull valves 
counterclockwise
.  
Pull them back up to original position and turn pump on.
) (
Let the pump run for two
 minutes or until the sight g
lass is clear of dirty water.  You should hear a draining noise as water is being circulated out of the pool
.
)[image: ]                    [image: ]         











Conclusion

After these tasks have been completed, the lifeguard can finally open the pool with the confidence that the pool is up to health code standards.  These tasks should always be performed in the morning before the pool opens.  Refer to the guide whenever you need instructing. 
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TO:    Virginia Beach City Council      DATE:  April 24, 2015 


FROM:   Matthew J. Monroe 


SUBJECT:   Redesign of Profanity Signs along the Oceanfront 


 


Introduction 


 The development of this report stemmed from the continuing confusion amongst residents and 


tourists on the no profanity signs located on several blocks of the Oceanfront. Several people have 


posted this confusion on multiple blogs and social media sites.  The Tidewater Log posted a picture 


pertaining to the symbols on the sign with the rhetorically phrased question, “Ask anyone what they 


mean, and they'll say it means "No Cursing".  Right” (Tidewater)?  Tourists like Chris James were so 


confused over the sign that he posted it on Flickr with the question, “Anyone know what this means? 


These line the streets in VA Beach, VA and I couldn't figure it out last week” (James, 2006).  This lack 


of clarity may affect the actual goal that the sign is trying to achieve which is making the Oceanfront a 


family oriented environment for residents and tourists alike.  Without clear language and better quality 


visuals on the signs, residents and tourists may violate laws that they are unaware of.  This will result in 


a host of citations and fines.  In 2014 alone, “twenty-five people received citations for letting their curse 


words fly forth from their mouths. That's $6,250 collected in cursing fines” (Meg, 2014).  In order to 


keep the Oceanfront an attractable spot for tourists and residents and to avoid communication errors, the 


sign must be developed into a more effective form of public communication. 


 This report will propose the necessary steps to take in order to give the sign its desired purpose 


by taking up a new design.  I recognize that there already are a few signs posted along the boardwalk 


that explain what it means, but they are not joined with any profanity sign.  This means an individual 


may stumble upon the first sign with the symbols without realizing what they mean.  Therefore, it will 
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be beneficial to combine both signs into a consistent single 


version.   The report will (1) outline the benefit of using 


language rather than symbols when it comes to this sign, (2) 


create a new sign that adds context to the symbols on the 


first sign and reinforcing it with language, and (3) combine 


elements from the second sign into the new sign, but 


implement language that is more specific and detailed 


according to city ordinances and Virginia law.                                                                                                                           


Figure 1 No Profanity /Information  taken                                                                                                                                                                                                


from Tidewaterlog.com               


 


Limitations of Visual Symbols in this Sign 


 When it comes to communicating effectively with the public, both visual symbols and language 


play a role in making a certain audience aware of a message.  Visual symbols or visual rhetoric is 


“communication that uses images to construct meaning or an argument” (Palczewski, 2012, p.6) .  


Therefore it is important that visual symbols are well understood by cultures in order for them to fully 


understand their meaning.  The Oceanfront is one of the top tourist attractions in Virginia.  This means 


there are a wide array of people from different states and countries coming to visit.  What one visual 


symbol may mean in another culture could represent something totally different to another one.  The 


symbols in Figure 1 are called grawlix and are most commonly seen in the speech bubbles of comics to 


represent profanity.  However, not everyone is a part of comic book culture and therefore could interpret 


each symbol in the grawlix in different ways.  See Figure 1 for a visual. 
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For example, the lightning bolt is also featured on many other signs that often warn of a type of hazard 


such as high voltage.  This can be further argued with the two exclamation points to try and seek out the 


attention of the audience as to say “warning.”  Furthermore, the first symbol represented on the sign 


doesn’t have any historic content in regards to any street signage.   The problem with the grawlix 


symbols on the sign is there is enough room for someone to make an error on what exactly they mean 


even when all of them are combined. Furthermore, grawlix is commonly used in a context such as plain 


text within a comic (Pentzlin, 2011).  This sign fails to put them in any context they are just there. As 


Palczewski, Ice, and Fritch state in their book Rhetoric in Civic Life, “The key function of any symbol is 


to convey meaning.  The meaning of a symbol is not the same for everyone” (Palczewski, 2012, p.6). 


Public communication must close the gap on any possible chance of misinterpretation.  Implementing 


language in this sign will clear up any confusion because it can specify exactly what the city of Virginia 


Beach is prohibiting at the Oceanfront.  


Implementing Efficient Visualization and Language in the Sign  


The new sign that I propose will seek to add more contexts to the overall message the city of 


Virginia Beach is trying to give its residents and tourists.  I have two design proposals for this subject 


that can be based off of Figure 2 and Figure 6.    


                             


             Figure 2 No Profanity Sign        


          Information taken from Berti 
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First Design Proposal 


1.) The first possible design was borrowed from a website that specializes in artistic design when it 


comes to representing signs. This design lines up with one of the options I’m proposing in giving the 


sign an added visual to portray the message more clearly.  In it, you will see the common figure used 


in most street signs representing a person.  This is beneficial due to our visual culture being familiar 


and recognizing this type of symbolization that is not only portrayed in the U.S., but many areas of 


the world from Europe to Asia.  See Figure 3 and Figure 4. 


 


    


  Figure 3Chinese Pedestrian Sign                                       Figure 4Russian Pedestrian Sign 


Information taken from Oquias                                            Information taken from Reid 


 


 


As you can see from the pictures many cultures use this same symbol.  Implementing it within 


the sign will add weight to the meaning since the Oceanfront is a hotspot for tourists and they 


would be familiar with the visual representation on street signs.  For example, in Figure 3 the 


Chinese also use this same sign.  This would be beneficial for Chinese tourists and worthy to 
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note considering Virginia is attracting more tourists from China than ever before.  From 2011-


2012 the Virginia pilot reported a 69 percent increase in Chinese tourists in Virginia alone 


(Walzer, 2014).   


 


After including the human symbol, the next step would be to put the symbols 


representing profanity next to the mouth of the human symbol as if it is projecting curse words.   


This way residents and tourists will be able to make a connection with the signs meaning rather 


than having the grawlix stand alone. 


Second Design Proposal 


2.)   The second design is to actually implement language into the sign to reinforce the grawlix 


located on the sign.  This will further the goal to prevent any misinterpretation of the sign’s 


meaning.  I provide two examples of signs that illustrate this new concept.  The first sign 


represents the current anti-profanity signs located in Ocean City, Maryland.  It is represented in 


figure 5.  


                              


Figure 5 No Profanity Ocean City                                             


Information Taken From momgoeson.wordpress.com 







6 | P a g e  
 


As you may already know, Ocean City’s concept to clean up bad behavior was actually taken from 


Virginia Beach’s campaign to limit the amount of unruliness that could sway residents and tourists away 


from the vacation hotspot.  However, unlike Virginia Beach’s signs, these are posted more frequently 


along the streets making sixty in total (Ocean City Profanity, 2014).  Another difference is the lack of 


the grawlix in the sign and the clear message of “No Profanity Please”. While the language can be 


borrowed from the sign, the degree of warning must be more visible in the Virginia Beach signs.  As 


you are well are of, it is actually illegal to use abusive and offensive language within public grounds 


according to Virginia law.  Therefore, the friendly blue ocean theme should not be applied as residents 


and visitors may not take the sign seriously. Figure 6 illustrates a design that can use the language from 


the Ocean City sign, but with a more visually alerting presence. 


                                                                                                    


Figure 6 Artist Rudi Seitz                                                                                                                      


Information taken from rudiseitz.com   
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 Visual Design artist Rudi Seitz designed this with full awareness of the Virginia Beach signs.  


She initially created the sign as an experiment to be posted online and to see how many of her friends 


would recognize the message it was trying to convey.  The sign combines elements of the grawlix with 


the language and red slash to make the message more apparent.  This is the type of context that will give 


residents and tourist alike a better understanding of the signs meaning because it doesn’t rely on the 


grawlix alone.  Since 94 percent of tourists come to Virginia Beach by driving, it is safe to assume that 


out of that percentage, the majority of tourists will understand the English language being used to 


represent “Swearing Prohibited” or No Profanity” (Kuhlman, 2012) Therefore, a sign such as this would 


close the gap on the number of people that may be confused about the message, which could improve 


the overall behavior of the Oceanfront. 


Combining the Signs 


 The final step in the design of the sign will be using language from the some of the signs already 


posted along the Oceanfront that indicate what the sign with the grawlix means(Figure 7).  Like I stated 


before, the problem with these signs is that they are not usually attached to any profanity signs.  


Therefore, there is a level of inconsistency when you have two different signs that are trying to make the 


public aware of the same set of laws.  It would be much easier if there was one sign that combined all 


these elements with some modifications to the language. 
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Figure 7      Virginia Code Sign                                                                                                            


Information taken from tidewaterlog.com 


 


I propose that the language in this sign should be changed slightly to compliment the Virginia Code that 


makes this type of behavior unlawful.  According to Section 18.2-388 of the Virginia Code, “   If any 


person profanely curses or swears or is intoxicated in public, whether such intoxication results from 


alcohol, narcotic drug or other intoxicant or drug of whatever nature, he shall be deemed guilty of a 


Class 4 misdemeanor(Legislative Information, 2015).  While the above sign states that no cursing is 


allowed it does not mention that it is also unlawful to be intoxicated in public.  If this sign is supported 


by a law in the Virginia Code it should contain all elements of it.  The sign should make the public 


aware that public intoxication is illegal.   The language should be as specific as possible and that is why 


the last two bullet points in the sign should be removed since they sum up what the first three are trying 


to make clear.  Another missing element from this sign is any mention of a fine.  Perhaps residents and 


tourists would take it more seriously if they are aware that they could face fines up to $250(Legislative 


Information, 2015). 
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 Once the language is made more efficient this is when you can combine both elements of the 


pre-existing.  My vision for the new sign is drawn in a rough sketch that takes elements from Figure 6 


and combines them with the edited language that I proposed above.  The rough sketch is seen in figure 


8. 


 


 


 


    


  


 


 


 


Figure 8 my redesign                                                                                                                                  


Language taken from tidewaterlog.com 


       


                                                   Conclusion 


The importance of designing effective signage is imperative to communicating with the public about 


certain laws they must obey.  Already there have been tourists and residents alike that have been 


                NO PROFANITY 


            


       ! @! #** 


 


 


FINES WILL BE ISSUED 


 Cursing or using obscene gestures 


prohibited 


 Public Intoxication  prohibited  


 Wearing revealing attire in public is 


prohibited 
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confused as to what the no profanity signs are trying to say.  Even if ninety percent of people understand 


that the grawlix means profanity that still leaves ten percent.  Although only twenty-five people were 


given fines in 2014, the combined monetary total was thousands of dollars.   Making these signs 


consistent and concise with language could improve the behavior at the Oceanfront.  Tourists like Chris 


James may be less inclined to post pictures of the sign on social media platforms asking what it means. 


 


Recommendations 


If you wish to implement my ideas into a new sign to better serve the community I recommend 


that it be completed before Beach Weekend in 2016.  As we all know, violence and unlawful behavior is 


prevalent during Beech Weekend and 2014 saw a significant increase in misdemeanor offenses 


compared to 2013. 
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Reflection Memo.docx
From:		Matthew Monroe

To:		Virginia Beach City Council

Subject:          Redesign of Profanity Signs





I would like to provide a reflection of the necessary work that I proposed for the Oceanfront Profanity Signs.  The whole concept of the design stemmed from the lack of clear language presented within the sign.  I gave examples of tourists such as Chris James who was uncertain about its meaning as well as a blogger from the website Tidewater log.  Blogs and Social media sites proved useful in gathering information on what the public thought amount the signs communicative elements.

Statistical data was also used to show the amount of fines collected in 2014 from use of profanity.  I demonstrated that this could be due to the signs inability to use decisive language to illustrate its message.  This is because   grawlix, or the profanity symbols on the sign, are most commonly found in comic books within plain text as shown by Pentzlin in his Proposal to Encode Additional Comic Style Symbols in the UCS.  Therefore having comic book symbols around the different blocks of the Oceanfront is certainly out of context.

Since the first sign fails to use concise language and its sister sign was not attached to it to illustrate its meaning, I proposed three options to improve the overall design ; (1) outline the benefit of using language rather than symbols when it comes to this sign, (2) create a new sign that adds context to the symbols on the first sign and reinforcing it with language , and (3) combine elements from the second sign into the new sign, but implement language that is more specific and detailed according to city ordinances and Virginia law.

I outlined the benefit of using language over the grawlix with studies from Palczewski, Ice, and Fritch, that spoke of visual symbols having different meanings for different cultures.  Since the Oceanfront is a place for tourists, I thought it best to implement language that they could at least look up in a translator’s book.

To solve the problem I offered different artists’ renditions of profanity signs which helped make a clearer message.  While the first design proposal had an extra visual, the second design was the one I was shooting for since it would be possible to warn the public about possible fines and use the grawlix simultaneously.

Finally, I created a design that took aspects from many of the signs I proposed to fulfill my mission in presenting the best possible public communication sign 
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Getting the Job











































































































































































































































































































































































































I added this template that I used for another presentation. Feel free to use it or delete it… JP

Love these John, thanks! -Y



“Getting the Job” is more than just planning a job search and securing an interview. From networking and crafting your professional image to purchasing the interview suit, job hunting and “getting” is a stressful yet necessary part of American life. 

This section explores job getting issues that many face when on the market for the first or fiftieth time. The clusters explore the psychosocial issues involved in the process and what happens when we get what we think we want. From job search to job placement and on to how happy we are about what we get, the clusters navigate the job-sphere and its nuances.



About “Getting”

Sample “getting” issues:

What to wear

Who to contact

How to sum up capability

What to bring to the interview

How to present a portfolio

Good questions to ask

How to prep the mind

How to make a good impression

How early do I arrive?

The best examples to use

Talking about age

Talking about family

Talking about hobbies

When to stop talking

How to network

Who to network with

How to do digital

































































































































































































































































































































































JP Slide - will have into here Tuesday 6/23 AM to review



Job Rules

Things we need:

Paper

Internet

Language

Skills

Things we use:

Resume

Search Engines

Social Media

Networking

Job resources play an integral role in how we search, find, and execute a successful job process. Our impression, our brand so to speak, is critical to getting the elusive call-back. Before we step foot into an interview or meet a person face-to-face, we need to create an image that helps give perspective to the words-on-paper that we send to the prospective employer. So, how do we do that? What resources do we have? The clusters explore:

































































































































































































































































































































































JP Slide



“We work to become, not to acquire.”

							-Elbert Hubbard
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Citation: “Elbert Hubbard.” JustQuotes.com, 2014. Web. June 22, 2015 <http://www.justquotes.com/authors/elbert_hubbard/77328> (JP added 6/22/15)



So, it’s not just the “getting” that makes the job transition difficult. Afterwards, people have to deal with what comes next. The post-hire scenarios are what everyone remembers when thinking about the job experience. What was it like? How is the culture? These questions linger long after the “getting” is done.

Stories about how people cope with new environments, getting acceptance, and their overall integration into the workforce emerge from the fray of the employment story. How and why we migrate from workplace to workplace becomes just as important as how we get there. Essentially, the journey does not stop at “you’re hired!”.

“Am I satisfied? Am I being treated well?” These are the questions that circle the minds of the newly hired. This indicates that a job says a lot about how we view ourselves, how others view us, and how we determine value in our work. The issues of job aftermath are rarely about the nature of the work - that is clear in the job description - but rather the way that the work is given, accomplished, and evaluated. 

Environmental issues determine how much we enjoy or even tolerate our workspaces. And, there is a convergence of influences that determine the work culture. Ultimately, it is the entire medley of internal and external factors that determine growth and satisfaction. After all, we spend roughly 24% of our available time at work, so the workplace and its’ people account for a significant portion of our life experience. 





And, After the Job...
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Cluster 1

The New Networking

Cluster Menu

Cartoon 		Far Side by Gary Larson, The Job Interview



Essay  		Jill Schlesinger, For Job Seekers, The Hunt is Increasingly Digital



Photograph  	Nathen Walker, Beginner’s Guide to Landing Jobs Through Social Media 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 As humans, we all have basic needs of life including shelter, food, and clothing. In our capitalist system, that means the American people need to become successful members of the workforce to achieve those basic needs. Finding the perfect job can often be the most stressful part of the job cycle. How do you know which jobs are available? Are you qualified for these jobs? How will the employer truly know who you are as a person and a worker? Fortunately, technological advances like the Internet have made it easier for potential employees to find their dream jobs and showcase their talents like never before.





























































































































































































































 In this cluster, we will examine an essay that shows how Americans are using various Internet applications like Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn to successfully navigate the world of potential careers.  Also, we will be analyzing photographs that depict how different individuals are applying their unique ideas and concepts of social networking to their visual work.  By the end, you will be reflecting on how your social media accounts represent you as a person and how you could use those applications to impress your future boss. 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Far Side by Gary Larson

In this cartoon, Gary Larson pokes fun at the old fashion interview process and outdated paper resume. Social Media offers new tools in which applicants can add personality and show their individuality to potential employers. 





























































































































































































































 Jill Schlesigner is an Emmy-nominated Business Analyst for CBS News.  After graduating from Brown University, Schlesinger worked as a chief investment officer for an independent investment advisory firm for 14 years. Since joining the world of media, Schlesigner has been sharing her expertise with millions of people via television, blog, and her nationally syndicated radio show, “Jill on Money”.  In this essay, Schlesigner discusses how job hunting and recruiting are becoming more digital and shares the success stories of various individuals who took a chance with social media during their job search.    

















































































































































































































































































































































































































For Job Seekers, The Hunt is Increasingly Digital
By Jill Schlesinger





NEW YORK -- With an unemployment rate of 5.5 percent, finding a job is still top of mind for millions of Americans, many of whom will need to find jobs in places that may seem unconventional compared to decades ago. The way Whitney Holtzman, 27, found her previous job surprised even her.

"I happened to be looking on Craigslist one day and came across a position for social media coordinator for Major League Baseball," she said. "On Craigslist, which completely blew my mind and, in fact, I wasn't even sure it was legitimate."

It was legitimate and she was hired. The job hunt has gone digital because that's where the recruiters are. According to a social recruit survey by Jobvite, 73 percent of recruiters said they have hired through social media sites like LinkedIn, Facebook, and Twitter; 44 percent said recruiting this way increased both the quality and quantity of candidates.



























































































































































































































“For Job Seekers…” Continued 



"I'll go on LinkedIn and look for people from companies that are competitors to my clients," said career coach Caroline Ceniza-Levine. "I'll look for people who have skills. I'll look at specific key words."

This technology is akin to online dating. Employers comb through millions of resumes to pinpoint the best potential match, while job hunters spend hours spiffing up their online profiles to look as attractive as possible. Ceniza-Levine says people looking for work have to embrace the online search.

"Even if you're pounding the pavement and applying to a local store, if your local store is a branch of a much bigger company, they might even ask you to apply online," she said.

Whitney wasn't looking when she read about a digital marketing agency while waiting for a plane. She immediately contacted the CEO Gary Vaynerchuk.

"I got on the plane, figured out Gary's email address and emailed him out of the blue saying I just read about you at Gate D4 and I need to come work for you," she said.

It worked. She's now an account manager there. But for those who think the art of personal contact is dead, rest assured that technology can only get you in the door. To land the job, you still need to nail the interview.































































































































































































































“No one can say my resume represents who I am. So that’s when it comes into video and other cool tools that empower people to tell their story.”



-Mark Newman, Founder of HireVue















































































































































































































































































































































































































Beginner’s Guide to Landing Jobs Through Social Media
By Nathen Walker

Nathen Walker’s photograph shows how job recruiters are being replaced by social media posts. With 3.17 billion internet users, social media could be the tool necessary to grab the attention from your dream job. 







































































































































































































































































































































































Consider the Cluster: The New Networking

Method

Nathen Walker displays his message on cardboard. How is this method significant to his message? If he used another display, for example writing on a wall or text on an iPad, would the message be perceived the same?

Medium

In “For Job Seekers…” Jill Schlesinger writes of how the job hunt has gone digital. She quotes several peoples’ experiences with digital job hunting in her work. How do the quotations affect her credibility?  Would the work have the same impact with no quotes? If so, how?

Message

How would you summarize the quote “No one can say my resume represents who I am. So that’s when it comes into video and other cool tools that empower people to tell their story.” from the cluster? Do you feel there is truth to this quote? Why or why not?









































































































































































































































































































































































Cluster 2

We Need Jobs Too…

Cluster Menu

Article     Tina Rosenberg, Out of Jail, and Into a Job



Cartoon    Khalil Bendib, Pull Yourself Up by your Own Bootstraps



Photograph    Tim Allen ‘78  Mugshot 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































“We need jobs too”

The late South African President Nelson Mandela once said, “In my country we go to prison first and then become President.”  His words reflect the hope that still remains for ex-cons when it comes to making a better life for themselves after jail or prison.  Although the job market still displays inequality towards ex-cons, there are still opportunities for these men and women to turn their life around and become productive citizens within the community.  A multitude of success stories are out there that show how perseverance and focus are the two essential qualities that made the key difference in these individuals lives.  These stories also prove that not all of society has given up on ex-cons and that a second chance is something worth giving.

In this cluster, we will take an in-depth look at one of the success stories with an article by American author and journalist Tina Rosenberg.  This inspirational story shows how certain individuals and programs within society are willing to put their neck on the line to help ex-cons from going back to jail by providing them with jobs.  The cluster also displays a cartoon by Khalil Bendib that makes people aware of the inequalities that ex-offenders face. Finally the cluster will be concluded with the famous mug shot photo of the actor Tim Allen when he was arrested for cocaine distribution in the 1970’s.  This arrest wouldn’t stop Allen from becoming one of the most famous actors in TV history.





































































































































































































































































































































































"In my country we go to prison first and then become President."  

- Nelson Mandela















































































































































































































































































































































































































Tina Rosenberg “Out of Jail, and Into Job.”



Tina Rosenberg’s essay “ Out of Jail, and Into Job”, is an insightful look into the numerous ex-cons who found work and changed their lives through the the New York organization Center for Employment Opportunities.  This Organization gave ex-cons the ability to learn essential career habits to prepare them for other jobs in the future.  Some of these habits include dressing appropriately and coming in on time for work.  Each of these ex-cons is given an incentive to perform these habits based on a point  scale.  This determines whether they are fit to transition to a real job based in the city.  Overall the Center for Employment Opportunities has proven to be beneficial in getting ex-cons on the right track and preventing them from going back to jail.







































































































































































































































































































































































Tina Rosenberg, “Out of Jail, and Into a Job.”

About two months ago, Angel Padilla was walking near Madison Square Garden  when the driver of a linen service truck started shouting and waving at him.   “Hey Angel!  C.E.O.!” the driver said.   “Look at me — I’m driving now!”  Padilla was surprised.   He knew the driver  —  he was a guy named Jose whom he’d supervised six months before.  Padilla works at John Jay College of Criminal Justice, but his real employer is the Center for Employment Opportunities, (C.E.O.) a New York organization that specializes in helping ex-offenders find and keep jobs.   Padilla supervises a crew of from five to seven parolees as they do temporary, minimum-wage janitorial jobs at John Jay.

Jose had stuck in his mind.   “He was terrible.  This guy had major attitude,” Padilla said.  “ His thing was, ‘Oh, I ain’t making enough money to be doing all this work.”  Every day Padilla evaluates the men in his crew — are they on time? Appropriately dressed?  Do they take direction?  Make a serious effort? Work well with others?  He gives them marks ranging from a low of one to a high of five.  “I gave him all zeros on his first day,” Padilla said.  “We don’t have zeros, but I wrote them in.”

	The next day, however, Jose came in apologizing and earned twos.  He continued to improve.  The fourth day he earned straight fours.  And six months later, he was waving at Padilla from his truck, the proud holder of a real job.Padilla’s program, called Transitional Jobs, is unusual.  It may, in fact, be unique.   Recently MDRC, a research organization that assesses social policies, published its evaluation  of the program.  It found that for people who started within three months of getting out of prison, the program reduced recidivism by 16 to 22 percent compared to a randomized control group, depending on whether you were looking at arrests, convictions or incarceration.  The impact was greatest among the people with the highest risk of re-offending:  the youngest, those with the least education or the most past convictions, and those most recently released from prison. (Recidivism is highest the first year out of prison, and then drops; in a few years, a former prisoner’s risk of committing a new crime is no different from that of others of the same age.)

	





































































































































































































































































































































































“Out of Jail, and Into a Job.” Continued



A reduction of one-fifth might seem like nothing to write a column about.  But in fact, it is remarkable.  There are many transitional jobs programs in the United States; C.E.O.’s is the biggest that serves only the formerly incarcerated.  MDRC has evaluated five such programs, said Dan Bloom,  the project director of MDRC’s evaluation of C.E.O.’s program.   And none of the others had any effect on recidivism.   The only transitional jobs program that made a dent in future criminality was C.E.O.’s.

This matters.  Nationally, two-thirds of all released prisoners are rearrested within three years.  In New York State, about 25,000 people are released into their communities every year.   (The majority come back to New York City, but the proportion who come from other parts of the state is rising.)

Each year of incarceration costs New York State more than $27,000 per inmate.  The evaluation found that C.E.O.’s program produced benefits of between $1.26 and $3.85 per dollar spent; it saved society $4,900 per participant.  The savings came mainly in incarceration averted, but it also considers the value the participants contribute at their work sites.  For the recently released — the target group for the intervention — it saved $8,300 per person.  C.E.O. is expanding the program, in New York City and upstate, in Rochester, Albany, Binghamton and Buffalo.

In February,  Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo announced an initiative called Work for Success, which aims to create a comprehensive statewide approach to increasing job readiness and employment for ex-offenders.   The announcement specifically mentions the achievements of C.E.O.’s program, and Tarlow leads the group’s executive committee.

At Fixes, we like to look for positive deviants.  In a field where most efforts fail – certainly the case with anti-crime initiatives — the programs that succeed have a lot to teach us.  So what is C.E.O. doing differently?











































































































































































































































































































































































“Out of Jail, and Into a Job.” Continued

When the men complain about their minimum wage paychecks, Padilla can remind them from personal experience that prison jobs pay only a few cents a day.  “I was making 5 or 10 cents a day,” he tells them.  “I budgeted it.  It’s the same thing you have to do here.”

Daniel Cook is 22.  In November, he got out of prison after serving 16 months for selling drugs.   In December, he started the Transitional Jobs program. On his first day he showed up late and got a reprimand from his instructor.  “That first week I was lazy, unprepared, unpunctual,” he said.   “But if you’re late — even 5 or 10 minutes — you get sent home, and if you’re sent home you don’t get paid for the day.”

Now he approves. “It teaches you time management,” he said. “ It teaches you to maintain a job.”

“I still kind of had the prison mentality — you can’t be nice or talk to a lot of people because it’s a sign of weakness.”   But he found teamwork was necessary.   His first job was shoveling snow and doing highway cleanup on Staten Island.  Then he did janitorial work.  The job he found most interesting was working on a team setting up a computer lab — building cubicles and installing wiring.  “It was like an actual construction site, with carpenters and electricians running around,” he said.   “That’s the kind of work I want to get into.

“You have to get to know each other and work together in order to get the job done,” he said.  “The program definitely changed my way of interacting.”

The main topic of conversation among the men, he said, was getting a job.  (Padilla said it was the same with his crews.)  They’d report in about who was hiring — Cook knew about Staten Island, where he’s from, and others could talk about Queens or Brooklyn.  “If one person heard about someone hiring, we’d all try to piggyback off each other,” he said.

His C.E.O. coach declared him ready for real jobs and he has been going to interviews — I talked to him last week as he was walking to an interview for a job in the receiving department of a store in Queens.

“We’ll never know for sure why C.E.O.’s results are different,” said Bloom.  “We think there may be some kind of peer effect. The other programs don’t have the same feeling of a bunch of guys who have just been through the same thing with a supervisor who also has been through the same thing.  They are all together in a positive environment and getting motivation coaching.”









































































































































































































































































































































































Khalil Bendib, Pull Yourself Up, 2015.



This cartoon was created by Khalil Bendib, a famous Algerian Cartoonist. In it, we have the representation of the struggle for many ex-cons when it comes to finding employment with a criminal record.  While ex-cons are expected to be productive citizens after jail, they are weighed down by their past and often employers justify their reasons for not hiring them based on this.







































































































































































































































































































































































Tim Allen ‘78, 1978



Many know Tim Allen as the handyman from the hit TV show Home Improvement.  However, back in 1978, Allen was arrested for the possession of a pound-and-a-half of cocaine.  Despite spending more than two years in a Federal Correctional Facility, Allen went on to become a comedian.  This path led him to become an actor on the big screen  in films such as Turner & Hooch and The Dead Poets Society.  





































































































































































































































































































































































Consider the Cluster: We Need Jobs Too...

Method

How important is Jose Padilla’s story to Tina Rosenberg’s essay? Write about a time when the odds were against you but you overcame them.



Medium

Khalil Bendib’s “Pull Yourself Up” presents a serious issue in a comic. What affect does this format have on the message?

Message

Rosenberg writes about the effectiveness of transitional job programs in helping felons in New York find employment. How does she emphasize the effect of the programs? Do you think they would work well in other states?





































































































































































































































































































































































Cluster 3

The aftermath: What happens when you get the job?

Cluster Menu

photograph	Megan Gambino, Lunch Atop A Skyscraper



cartoon		Dilbert by Scott Adams, Meltdown in Cubicle 459520



poem		Ogden Nash, Will consider Situation











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































“What do you want to be when you grow up?” It’s a common enough question that people get asked in childhood, and yet even well into adulthood, many cannot answer. There are a lucky few that can recognize a passion early on and turn it into a profession. Others still that stumble into a career and find their groove and sense of satisfaction in what they accomplish. For the vast majority, however, a job is what you do in order to have money. It is as simple as an exchange of services for income. 

		

























































































































































































































A 40 hour work week is common enough for most. That ends up taking 35% of a person’s total wake time. And while many would say that what they do is not necessarily who they are, it is in fact, roughly a 1/3 of their adult life. When a person is presented a work opportunity, they must consider this commitment and ask the simple question, “Is it worth it?”

This cluster takes a look at the implications of job choice. After examining two images, one could argue that construction work may be just as perilous as office work to one’s health. And in a poem, how maybe the best way to pick your career is to consider a simple truth.



	

























































































































































































































 

Lunch Atop a Skyscraper, Photographer unknown









































































































































































































































































































































































“For the Irish filmmaker Seán Ó Cualáin, the mystery surrounding the photograph is a large part of its appeal. ‘There are so many unknowns,’ he says. Who was the photographer? And who are the men?



‘They could be anybody,’ says Ó Cualáin. ‘We can all place ourselves on that beam. I think that is why the photograph works.’”



Lunch Atop a Skyscraper

An iconic image of the new American at the time, this photograph is instantly recognizable to many still today. The juxtaposition of the casual camaraderie and the implicit danger of the work that they are called to do is visually jarring. And while many would never take a job like this regardless of the pay, many do. Huge feats of labor, like the skyscraper built here, leave the landscape with a lasting impact. Despite this photograph being so popular, the photographer and many of the subjects are unknown today.

















































































































































































































































































































































































































Scott Adams, Meltdown in Cubicle 459540! 2011.  



An American comic strip institution, Dilbert is focused on the plight of the 9-5 worker. It chronicles the misadventures of the epinonimous Dilbert and his coworkers in all too familiar corporate office building.The cartoon quickly found resonance amongst the ever growing population of cubicle professionals. In this cartoon, the characters are spectators in a mental meltdown of an overloaded employee. The occurrence is so commonplace as to have acquired an acronym. The recurring theme of spending more time on office politics and bureaucracy than on actual work is the blame of this “T.W.L.” As with most other crisis of common sense, Dilbert and friends just watch the melee and find a dry humor in the proceedings..

 

























































































































































































































Ogden Nash, Will Consider Situation. 

Well known for his comedic work, Ogden Nash was a prolific poet, regularly published in the The New Yorker starting in the early 1930’s where this poem was first seen. A longer verse than he is typically known for, this poem showcases a particular perspective on how a young person should pick their new career. Because so much of Nash’s work is lighthearted and in jest, it is expected that this poem should read a little ‘tongue in cheek’; however, the candid and unrepentant advice giver narrating the verse has a more than a bit of veracity.

Any young person on the look out for a new profession needs to take a look at the range of options around them. Although it may seem a little unorthodox to join the workforce “at the top”, this mentality particularly speaks to today’s new wave of entrepreneurs who opted out of the “rat race” and chose instead to make their own path.



























































































































































































































Will Consider Situation By Ogden Nash



There here are words of radical advice for a young man looking for a job;

Young man, be a snob.



Yes, if you are in search of arguments against starting at the bottom,

Why I've gottem.



Let the personnel managers differ;

It’s obvious that you will get on faster at the top than at the bottom because

there are more people at the bottom than at the top so naturally the competition

at the bottom is stiffer.

If you need any further proof that my theory works

Well, nobody can deny that presidents get paid more than vice-presidents and

vice-presidents get paid more than clerks.



Stop looking at me quizzically;

I want to add that you will never achieve fortune in a job that makes you

uncomfortable physically.

Consider before you read. Who do you imagine is giving this advice? To whom is specifically is he speaking to? 

























































































































































































































When anybody tells you that hard jobs are better for you than soft jobs be sure

to repeat this text to them,

Postmen tramp around all day through rain and snow just to deliver other

people's in cozy air-conditioned offices checks to them.



You don't need to interpret tea leaves stuck in a cup

To understand that people who work sitting down get paid more than people who

work standing up.



Another thing about having a comfortable job is you not only accommodate more

treasure;

You get more leisure.



So that when you find you have worked so comfortably that your waistline is a

menace,

You correct it with golf or tennis.



Whereas is in an uncomfortable job like piano-moving or stevedoring you

indulge,

You have no time to exercise, you just continue to bulge.



To sum it up, young man, there is every reason to refuse a job that will make

heavy demands on you corporally or manually,

And the only intelligent way to start your career is to accept a sitting

position paying at least twenty-five thousand dollars annually.





































































































































































































































































































































































Consider the Cluster: The Aftermath: What Happens When You Get The Job?

Method

Consider how Nash talks about high paying jobs compared to low paying ones. How does he deliver his advice? Is there a deeper meaning behind the way he presents it?

Medium

How does Nash’s usage of poetry affect the message that he presents? How might the same passage, written in prose, give a different effect?

Message

Society values those that have a high work ethic yet also tries to restrict people from overworking themselves. The Dilbert strip discusses an average office worker with too much work, causing a mental breakdown. Is this currently applicable to society as a whole? If so, how?
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With the rise of obesity in America, the term fat, has received negative press in our culture. Americans trying to lose weight often equate consumption of fatty foods as being counterproductive to their diet and try avoiding them at all costs. This couldn’t be farther from the truth. One must realize that in order to lose weight and remain healthy, a human must consume fat. In fact, the American Heart Association recommends that an individual’s caloric intake is made up of at least thirty-five percent of fats! People’s confusion with fats stem from their lack of knowledge on the difference between healthy fats and unhealthy ones. Not all fats share the same characteristics and must be broken down to understand their role.

If you’ve ever been to a Mediterranean country such as Italy, you may notice most of the inhabitants are skinny compared to Americans. According the Central Intelligence Agency, Italy has an obesity rate of 19.8 percent while America’s is at 33 percent. One might suspect why this is when the Mediterranean diet contains large amounts of fat from fish and olive oil. This is where the key distinction between healthy fats and unhealthy fats come into play. Healthy fats are made of unsaturated fats such as monounsaturated and polyunsaturated. Foods such as olive oil, avocados, and nuts contain monounsaturated fats, while fish such as sardines contain polyunsaturated fats. Both of these fats while slightly different in their chemical composition, both achieve the same positive functions concerning the body.

Monounsaturated and polyunsaturated fats have the greatest impact in reducing the overall cholesterol in your body which is made up of HDL and LDL cholesterol. HDL is the good cholesterol that removes LDL cholesterol from your body which is responsible for plaque buildup on artery walls. This build up can lead to heart disease and stroke due to the difficulty the blood has in circulating through the arteries. Many obese individuals shy away from the healthy fats and ingest trans- fats which are often correlated with high caloric foods such as ice cream, potato chips, and cakes. These fats raise the LDL cholesterol if not balanced with HDL increasing fat. This problem with LDL cholesterol in America can be seen with the most common cause of death being heart disease.

Besides being beneficial for cholesterol and weight loss, healthy fats also contribute to many other positive effects in the body. The type of fat that has received a lot of press recently is the omega-3 fatty acids, a type of polyunsaturated fat. These are contained in fish such as salmon as well as plant based sources like chia and flax seeds. So what’s so special about these fats that would make you want to eat oily fish and seeds? Research has shown omega-3 reduces inflammation in the body which can help ease the symptoms of arthritis. In fact, if an individual suffering from this disease starts eating or taking supplements rich in omega 3, they may be able to reduce the dose of the their anti-inflammatory drugs. Since omega-3 reduces inflammation in the body, it can also aid in helping skin conditions such as acne. Dr. Jung of Seoul’s National University College of Medicine demonstrated that omega-3 can significantly reduce acne if taken during a just a ten week period.

In conclusion, foods containing fats can’t be generalized as having a negative influence on the body. There are healthy fats that play a significant role in reducing weight, cholesterol, and inflammation in the body. They offer a natural means to improve your overall health without resorting to pharmaceutical drugs that can potentially have unwanted side effects.   Although fats can be healthy, moderation is still the key.
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U.S. Rhetoric in WWII

	In any war, rhetoric is the primary tool used by a countries’ government to unite its inhabitants against the opposing foe.  Rhetoric can achieve this because it is, “the use of symbolic action by human beings to share ideas, enabling them to work together and make decisions” (Palczewski, Ice, and Fritch 6).  Symbolic action is at the heart of rhetoric and is “an expressive human action and the rhetorical mobilization of symbols to act in the world” (6).   Rhetoric is therefore produced by symbolic action which uses verbal and visual symbols to persuade people to act and perhaps make changes in society.  Visual symbols, “are symbols such as pictures, images, objects, and actions” (6).   Verbal symbols are, “symbols found in language whether spoken or written” (6).  Rhetoric during WWII used many visual and verbal symbols in its production of war posters with the aim of persuading the home front to support the war.  In the particular poster, I will be analyzing the role visual and verbal symbols had in persuading women to invest in war bonds.

The reasons for the production of this poster can be explained through Lloyd Blitzer’s theory on rhetoric as being situational.  Bitzer believes rhetoric is situational in that it presents a, “complex of persons, events, objects, and relations presenting an actual or potential exigence which can be completely or partially removed (203).  The exigence is an, “imperfection marked by urgency” (203).  In other words, the exigence is a problem within the society that is waiting to be addressed within a social context by a rhetor.  This rhetor falls into the modern sense of the term, “anyone or any institution that uses symbolic action” (10).  In this analysis the rhetor is the War Department due to the fact that they produced the poster as a result of the exigence, the war.  The poster brings up another component of the rhetorical situation, constraints.  Constraints are, “ persons, events, objects, and relations which are parts of the situation because they have the power to constrain decision”(206).  Another way of thinking about constraints is that they are anything that impacts the way the rhetoric is received.  The poster itself was an object that offered little rhetorical constraints in creating it.  It could be mass produced and delivered to each small town in the U.S. so the message could be taken in visually and verbally.

	Visual and Verbal symbols are key in all forms of symbolic action.  In the poster the visual symbols are represented by the image of a Japanese soldier and an American woman.  The verbal symbols are represented by the statements, “KEEP THIS HORROR FROM your HOME” and “INVEST 10% IN WAR BONDS” (Posters from World War II).  These symbols are only effective when they are aimed at the right rhetorical audience or, “those persons who are capable of being influenced by discourse” (179).  In other words, the members of a rhetorical audience are the ones who are most likely to carry out change.  For this artifact the rhetorical audience would be women since they were the ones holding the fort down at home while the men were away fighting.  The visual symbols hint at this with the victim of the poster being the frightened American woman who is held hostage by the Japanese soldier.  These visual symbols are meant to evoke pathos in the audience which means, “That which leads the audience to feel emotion” (12).  Fear is the primary emotional response that would be expected from women viewing the poster.  The Japanese soldier is dehumanized and is portrayed as having razor sharp teeth while the woman appears terrified.   The pathos is key in linking the audience with the symbolic action by drawing out an emotional response from them that will motivate them to act on the message of the symbolic action.

	The verbal symbols offer a solution that will ease the fear of the women.  The poster suggests that the best way to keep women from finding themselves in this predicament is to invest in war bonds.  This call for a collective investment into war bonds is a prime example of the demand for civic engagement.  Civic engagement is, “peoples participation in individual or collective action to develop solutions to social, economic, and political challenges” (13).  Another way to put it is it’s people within a society that take an active part in trying to make a change based on what the symbolic action is calling for.  Women would have been in an advantageous position to take part in civic engagement since they couldn’t fight overseas.  They also would have been able to invest in war bonds due to their growing role in the workforce.  For example, in 1944, thirty-five percent of women in the U.S. were in the workforce compared to twenty-seven percent in 1940(Martial Status of Women).  This meant women had more access to money as well as purchasing power.  Women’s role in civic engagement was crucial to winning the war; this new role in society could only be explained by women leaving the private sphere of their homes and entering the public sphere.  

Habermas defines the public sphere as, “ a domain of our social life in which such a thing as public opinion can be formed and that is constituted in every conversation in which private persons come together to form a public”(238).  Therefore, a public sphere isn’t actually a physical location, but a virtual space in which people’s opinions are circulated in order to discuss or evoke change.  Women gained the right to vote in 1919 and as a result this gave them the chance to actually discuss political and national issues due to their ability to create change.  Also the mere fact that they were out in the workforce gave them the chance to openly discuss matters publicly rather than being constricted to the home.  So it makes sense that the War Department would create a poster that would try to unite women to support the war through bonds.  They needed women to be publically speaking for the war.  Posters like this achieved this as many organizations were set up by women in the public domain. For example, The Junior Woman’s Club of Whiteville sold $99,345.55 in war bonds that kept the production of fighter aircraft such as the hellcat secured(Biser 1).

The verbal and visual symbols also play a big role in forming the concept of the second persona which is, “ to whom the rhetor speaks, the implied audience for whom a rhetor constructs symbolic actions”(189).  This can be explained as the rhetor creating visual or verbal symbols that are specifically meant for a targeted audience.  Since the rhetor in this example is the War Department, they would have had to think about who would be viewing the poster before they created it.  Once they got a good idea that women would be playing a big role on the home front, they created the right visual and verbal symbols to persuade them.  One of the ways they achieved this is through identity or , “ the physical and or behavioral attributes that make a person recognizable as a member of a group”(158).  Visually, the audience of women would be able to identify with the woman in the poster because of her sex as well as her race.  The racial aspect is key because it further creates an “us versus them” mentality to the point where the rhetorical audience would never be able to identify with the Japanese soldier.

Another rhetorical concept that can be touched upon in the poster is goodwill.  Goodwill is when a rhetor has, “ the quality of being motivated by the audience’s best interests, as putting the needs of the audience ahead of the rhetor’s own interest”(154).  Goodwill is represented by the verbal symbols in the poster.  The Department portrays itself as an entity that will use the citizen’s investment in war bonds to protect them by “Backing up Our Battle skies”.  Protection would be of primary importance to the women reading the poster and if the rhetor can ensure this through their investment, then the rhetoric would be successful.

In conclusion, women were essential to sustaining and winning the war through their investments in war bonds.  The propaganda at work during this time used many rhetorical devices to achieve this.  The posters themselves touched on women’s fears by using visual and verbal symbols to stimulate their pathos to make them invest in war bonds.  The posters also made them feel attached to a shared community and culture in America by using these visual and verbal symbols through identity.  The Japanese soldier was depicted as the other, while the woman was shown as being the average white American woman.  Finally, the poster was driven by an exigence that required a response or solution to overcome the huge deficits in funding the war.  
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Critical Race Theory Applied to Moon

The Duncan Jones film Moon, portrays a World in the future where technology has reached a pinnacle of development.  The U.S. space corporation named Lunar Industries harnessed this technology to save the world from itself by mining the moon for helium 3 and using clones to supervise the process.  In the movie there was an obvious lack of African American representation in the film.  Since Moon is supposed to be taking place in the future, one would suspect that society would be more diverse and the power structure in America would contain more African-Americans.  In the movie, Lunar Industries is represented by a white and Asian man when they are shown via satellite talking to Gerty and then Sam Bell in the clip 20:26 and also 41:13.  The film excludes African Americans completely and most notably the source of the power structure, Lunar Industries.  This manifests from a history of racialization that continues to the present day for African Americans and structural inequality that reinforces and promotes whiteness. 											As we discussed in class, many stereotypes exists for certain races in the United States.  African Americans are often labeled as being athletically capable, but intellectually disabled.  On the other hand, whites are seen as the standard for every other race to live up to due to their position as the dominant race in the country.  Asians are also given another favorable label as being a race that is intellectually gifted who excels in the sciences and mathematics.  This stems from the idea of racialization in which some people believe that certain races biologically inherit not just physical characteristics, but mental ones as well such as intelligence.  Unfortunately, racialization just isn’t an antique of the past, but continues to this day.  For example, in 2012 the Florida School Board set proficiency standards for African Americans that were one third the level of white and Asian students (Holt).   In the two clips, the audience sees an Asian and a white man as the representatives of a Space Corporation.  Since the setting of the movie is dealing with space and technological sophistication that deals with science and mathematics, the two men in the clip fit the stereotype well. This form of racialization still exists depicting Asians and Whites as the leaders of the future of innovation and human advancement.    They are also portrayed in the propaganda reel as saving society from hunger and economic collapse as shown in the opening clips of the film.  In the beginning of the opening clip, it shows starving people in third world countries and because of Lunar Industries technological innovations on the moon; they are seen smiling at the end. 									The two clips of the men also reveal the structural inequality that still exists within the United States.  The two men most likely had access to well-funded centers of learning that enabled them to gain positions in Lunar Industries.   Accessibility to a well-funded educational system promotes learning and an avenue for future progress relating to income and technological advancement.  Even after the ruling of Brown vs. The Board of Education in 1954, African American schools were not on par with white schools. The schools in the white suburbs were able to get more funding due to the property values compared to the poverty stricken neighborhoods and inner cities of African American communities.  As Bruce R. Hare puts it, “ the relative academic and economic failure of black Americans in the American social order is functional, if not intended, given racism and the differential distribution of wealth, power, and privilege in the social structure”(Hare).an Americans lack a certain intellect to progress, but don’t have the right tools and funding to pursue a worthy education.  This largely excludes them from being connected with the world of science and technological innovation.  Therefore, it is easy for people to stereotype and claim that they don’t have what it takes to explore space and lead companies dealing with the sciences.  								In conclusion, racialization and structural inequality has existed in the United States since the country was founded.  These concepts are still ingrained in 21st century America especially in education. They have prohibited African Americans from gaining a higher status within society which manifests itself on screen.  Duncan Jones most likely isn’t a racist who wanted to leave African Americans out of the film.  He was giving the audience the actors that were expected to fit the bill as heads of a space corporation due to the reality of America’s continued exclusion of African Americans in such positions of power.

New Historicism in Moon

The movie Moon, was a film by British director Duncan Jones whose plot focused on issues that were relevant during the time it was produced and issues that continue to this day. Since new historicism takes into account both the author and critic’s environment to analyze a piece of work, it is safe to say the environment surrounding the film’s producer and mine are very similar since the film came out in 2009.  Duncan Jones was writing the plot for the film when the demands for an alternative source of clean energy were reaching new heights in the global community and the topic was on the minds of government administrations, scientists, and private corporations.  The main fear was the eventual  depletion of all the natural energy sources we take for granted such as coal, oil and natural gas.  Jones sets the movie in the later part of the 21st century when all the old sources of energy are nearly depleted resulting in Lunar Industries setting up clones to supervising the mining of the new energy source on the moon, Helium 3.  The heated topic of finding alternative sources of energy was found in news reports, science journals and books during the time Moon was being produced.  This cultural background influenced Duncan Jones decision to use that as the backdrop for the film.				In Moon, Duncan Jones makes Helium 3 the source of energy that the world will depend on in the future when all the fossil fuels have run their course.  Jones isn’t merely using science fiction behind the concept for this, but is using factual evidence that supports his inclusion of it in the film.  In 1985, Scientists with the UW Fusion Technology Institute discovered the lunar surface contained helium 3, a source of energy that creates power through nuclear fusion (Carlson).  The amount of Helium 3 on the moon would provide earth enough energy for over one thousand years (Lovegren 1).  The next step would be to find a way to build a permanent base on the moon and machinery to do the mining that was seen in the film.  Interestingly enough, in 2004 George Bush announced a plan to return humans to the moon and establish a lunar base for further space explorations, “as well as tapping into resources on the lunar surface” (King and O’Brien).  The concept of mining helium 3 on the moon was also represented in books written at the time such as former Astronaut Harrison Schmitt’s Return to the Moon.    Schmitt advocates for private investors to establish colonies on the moon to extract resources such as helium 3.  He argues helium 3 , “ promises significantly lower capital and operating cost than its twenty-first-century competitors”(Schmitt 66).   These ideas circulating at the time before the movie,  made an impact on Duncan Jones and it is clear he used the information to create a future where these ideas came to fruition.								Another key aspect that Duncan Jones used in his movie was the depletion of old sources of energy on earth.  This was the primary motivation behind Lunar Industries drive towards the moon and taking advantage of the oil crisis that plagued the world in the future.  The film may be touching on real issues that may be facing our world in the next couple of decades.  Jones could be giving the audience a peak into the future, but again he could just be a product of the times.  Present issues don’t always manifest the way people think they will over time.  However, it is plausible with the scientific and political news and information at the beginning of the 21st century.  Duncan Jones would have been aware of the financial crisis and the steep increase in oil prices reaching an all-time high of one hundred and forty five dollars a barrel on July 3, 2008(NASDAQ).  Oil companies are running out of areas to extract oil and oil production is plateauing.  It’s not that the world is running out of oil itself, but rather its ability to produce high-quality cheap and economically extractable oil on demand.  In Kenneth S. Deffeyes, Hubbert's Peak: The Impending World Oil Shortage, Deffeyes uses the geologist M. King Hubbert’s work to make the prediction that, “the slowdown in oil production may already be beginning; the current price fluctuations for crude oil and natural gas may be the pre-amble to a major crisis”(Deffeyes 1).  Those fluctuations can be seen from 2005 to 2008 when a barrel of crude oil went from forty-five dollars a gallon to one hundred and forty five dollars (NASDAQ).  Obviously a lot of concern on the topic of oil was circulating around the globe at the time. Duncan Jones was producing the movie which gave material for him to use for his movie and a cultural context that his audience would be able to relate to during the time of the movie.			In conclusion, the film reveals the ways New Historicism can be utilized to find the historical and cultural context that influenced Duncan Jones to set up a world in the future where alternative energy was being mined on the moon.  Jones wasn’t creating pure science fiction, but borrowing the beliefs and information from a society that he was very much a part of.





Reader Response Applied to Moon

Reader Response believes that a piece of work such as a text or movie comes to life when it is viewed by an individual.  In other words,  if it's left dormant, it has no value.  It gives the individual reader or viewer a divine role in drawing conclusions from a piece of work based on that person’s life experiences, culture, social class, gender, and sexual preference. Growing up in a patriotic  middle class family with a mom as a teacher and a dad involved in the capitalistic pursuit of marketing, I was exposed to many ideas.  My mom was the nurturing influence in my life that taught me how to empathize and feel compassion for others.    My dad always taught me that what lies on the surface isn't always the truth and the majority of the human race has a motive for their actions. In other words people will take advantage of you if you let them. Both these factors played a crucial role in how I digested the  film and the  meaning I took away from it, specifically with the opening scene and when Sam Bell discovered the cloning chamber.	In the first scene, I viewed  Lunar Industries message on the importance of finding alternative energy on the moon with skepticism.   The whole clip had a great deal of propaganda in it showing starving children sorting through trash and factories polluting the atmosphere.  For example,  towards the end of the clip, they give the audience their solution accompanied with smiling children and the phrase, " The Power of our future". It all sounded too good to be true and as the film progressed I realized my skepticism and gut feeling was correct.  The scene immediately told me that there has to be more to this then what lies on the surface.  Everything in the early stages of the film attempted to cover up this underlying issue of morality and identity being encroached upon.  For example, we see Sam listening to his wife through a video to portray that he still had loved ones back home waiting for him.  Lunar strove for keeping the status quo inside their operation by keeping the clones convinced that they had a normal life.  However, the discovery of the cloning chamber reveals the monster behind the curtain.		The scene in which Sam discovers the cloning chamber touched me in various ways.  At first, I became angry that all along this company had deceived the clones and the people that were working for them.  My mood steadily shifted to one of sympathy for Sam's clones.  How could people do this?  Growing up with a mom that kept me in touch with my emotions led me to feel this way.   All the characteristics of Sam's face when he removed the floor boarding and opened the vault with one of his bodies made me lose faith in human morality.  This movie spoke outside of itself in that it made me question if a scenario such as this could really happen.  As an American it terrified me to speculate if the country I love would ever succumb to going this far and bypassing our individual rights to the core.						In conclusion, I’m the ideal viewer for this film based on growing up with a father that worked in the corporate world  and a mother who raised me to be able to empathize with other individuals.  Both of these allowed me to realize the abuse of human individuality taking place in the film by Lunar Industries.

Marxist Theory in Moon

In Duncan Jones’s Moon, a British Scientist is working for Lunar Industries, a  space company interested in mining helium-3 on the moon to use as an alternative energy source for the Earth.  The scientist, Sam Bell, is nearing his three year contract when he discovers that he is really not the original Sam Bell.  In fact, he is just one of many clones that have been harvested continuously as an efficient way of keeping the production up.  Individual identity is irrelevant to Lunar Industries who just need their mining operation to be successful at any costs.  Marxism is the underlying theme in the movie and elements of corporate exploitation, alienation of labor, and commodification of the individual are seen throughout the film.				 One of the fundamental principles of Marxism is corporate exploitation of the individual.  Sam Bell in essence is nothing more than a tool used by Lunar Industries to increase profits in the name of a noble cause to universally help the world.  When he discovers he is a clone, he realizes he really doesn't have an identity other than the memories that had been implanted into his brain.  Lunar Industries continually produces new clones every three years in order to trick all the clones that they will be returning back home to be reunited with the world.  Therefore, the clones are nothing more than commodities to the company and are never rewarded or truly benefit from the work that   they had done.							Another aspect of Marxism is the alienation of labor.  The clones of Sam Bell are never directly mining the helium, but merely supervising it through a makeshift lunar command station.  For example, he never gets to see the final product of the mined helium other than when he sees it being launched in a rocket back to Earth.  Also,  Lunar Industries’ control of mining on the moon, directly shows man's supremacy over nature and thus results in an increased alienation of man.  The only resemblance of human interaction Sam has is with a robot named Gerty and old recorded videos of his wife.  Sam is completely isolated from that need for social interaction and the satisfaction in completing a hands on project							The most climatic scene in the film is when Sam discovers the secret chamber that stores and creates the clones.  In this scene, the essence of what it means to be human completely evaporates due to their being several duplicates of Sam Bell.  The sense of self is lost within the protagonist as he realizes he is nothing more than a tool used by Lunar Industries to keep raking in the helium.  Therefore, the clones can be seen as a commodity with a use value for the company.  The clones have been genetically engineered to perform the tasks at hand while still believing that they are truly an individual human.  This scene brings up a critical question that Marxism asks, how far the Bourgeoisie will go to increase their status.  The movie clearly shows that Lunar Industries is willing to clone human embryos based on greed				In conclusion, Marxist theory is very applicable to breaking down the meaning of the film and applying terminology that matches up with events taking place in the movie.  Karl Marx would be able to draw similar conclusions from the movie and wouldn’t have been surprised that the threat he saw from the bourgeoisie and corporations managed its way into space.      
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Critical Race Theory Applied to 


Moon


 


The Duncan Jones film 


Moon, 


portrays a World in the future where technology has 


reached a pinnacle of development.


 


 


The U.S. space corporation named Lunar Industries 


harnessed this technology to save the world from itself by mining the moon for helium 3 and 


using clones to supervise 


the process.


 


 


In the movie there was an obvious lack of African 


American representation in the film.


 


 


Since 


Moon 


is supposed to be taking place in the future, 


one would suspect that society would be more diverse and the power structure in America would 


con


tain more African


-


Americans.


 


 


In the movie, Lunar Industries is represented by a white and 


Asian man when they are shown via satellite talking to Gerty and then Sam Bell in the clip 20:26 


and also 41:13.


 


 


The film excludes African Americans completely and 


most notably the source of 


the power structure, Lunar Industries.


 


 


This manifests from a history of racialization that 


continues to the present day for African Americans and structural inequality that reinforces and 


promotes whiteness. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


As we dis


cussed in class, many stereotypes exists for certain races in the United States.


 


 


African Americans are often labeled as being athletically capable, but intellectually disabled.


 


 


On 


the other hand, whites are seen as the standard for every other race to li


ve up to due to their 


position as the dominant race in the country.


 


 


Asians are also given another favorable label as 


being a race that is intellectually gifted who excels in the sciences and mathematics.


 


 


This stems 


from the idea of racialization in which


 


some people believe that certain races biologically inherit 


not just physical characteristics, but mental ones as well such as intelligence.


 


 


Unfortunately, 


racialization just isn’t an antique of the past, but continues to this day.


 


 


For example, in 2012 


the 



